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“The Glory of God in 
. ‘ 
the Face of Jesus Christ’ 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 
2 Corinthians 4:6 
ARE to shine. . But how? 
Not like a flickering torch, now 
bright, now dim, 
But with a steady light, reflecting Him. 
Not like a meteor—' 
A moment’s dazzling splendor and grace— 
But with the borrowed glow of His bright 
face. 
Not with a hidden flame, 
Sheltered and shaded, kept for only me, 
But in the window set, that souls may see 
His glory from whom it came. 


we 
The Cobalt Bomb 


“Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders .. .” (Matt. 15:19). 


. 560-567 


‘These words were part of the Lord 


Jesus’ answer to Peter’s request for an 
explanation, after Christ had rebuked 
the scribes and Pharisees and called 
them “blind leaders of the blind.” The 
art of killing has grown apace in our 
day, until even the atomic and hydro- 
gen bombs are soon to be surpassed by 
the cobalt bomb. It. poses vast, new 
problems which thoughtful men cannot 
avoid. Editors have received a release 
from the Pulpit Digest announcing that 


its entire June issue will be devoted to 
the problem, and quoting extracts from 
articles by nineteen leaders in science, 
religion, and international affairs. Wil- 
liam L. Laurence of the New York Times 


said that a power which possessed ‘the’ 


cobalt bomb could “destroy all life 
within a strip of 1,500 miles wide, ex- 
tending from Leningrad to Odessa, and 
3,000 miles deep, from Prague to the 
Ural Mountains.” Prof. Leo Szilard of 
the University of Chicago estimates that 
400 one-ton bombs would release 
“enough radioactivity to extinguish all 
life on earth.” Not all of the nineteen 
writers in the Pulpit Digest could be 
called “blind leaders of the blind,” but 
some certainly are, as Bertrand Russell, 
Pandit Nehru of India, and Christopher 
Morley, novelist and poet. Christopher 
Morley says, “Our only recourse as al- 
ways, is in Poetry,” and then proceeds 
to quote Shakespeare, and adds, “Maybe 
someone could reread the Tempest.” 
There are only two or three direct quo- 
tations: from Scripture in all the ex- 
tracts, and here and there a few allu- 
sions, Some of them twisted. Five of 
these men are clearly ministers, others 
may be. Many are completely naive 
in their understanding of the inherent 
wickedness of the human heart, and 
some believe that nice, friendly talks 
with the Communists and generous treat- 
ment of them will avert an all-out war. 
It is interesting that one of the best 


statements comes from William G. Pol- 
lard, executive director of the Oak Ridge 
Institute of Nuclear Studies. He says: 
“Man has a certain inherent perversity 
which can only be eured by transcend- 
ent aid. From his own profound under- 
standing of the dark depths of his own 
sinful nature, the Christian knows well, 
in the words of the collect for the fourth 
Sunday after Easter, that it is the power 
of Almighty God alone which can ‘order 
the unruly wills and affections of sinful 
men,’ that it is He ‘who stilleth the raging, 
of the sea, and the noise of his waves, and 
the madness of the peoples.’ . . . Secure 
in this knowledge the Christian, hav- 
ing by the grace of God done all that 
he can in his own small way, is content 
to leave the ultimate destiny of the 
world in the hands of its Creator.” Yet 
the Bible-believing Christian has still 
a better hope—the Blessed Hope of the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ to estab- 
lish His righteous reign. In the mean- 
time, we have the “more sure word of 
prophecy .. . a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day star arise in your hearts,” to 
which Peter urges us to take heed. We 
have also both warning and encourage- 
ment in these words of the Lord Jesus: 
“These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In 
the world ye shall have tribulation: but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33). 


ll. More About Messianic Jews 


The second of two editorials by Ernest Gordon 


by another Messianic Jew, Dr. W. 
Hodler, in the following comparison: 
“Israel has taken over the original role 
of Cain. As Cain slew his brother Abel, 
whose sacrifice was acceptable unto God, 
so Israel slew his brother, Jesus Christ, 
saying, ‘His blood be on us, and on our 
children.’ And as Cain was driven out 
and condemned to wander over the earth 


Te axe great sin is acknowledged 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“He will not suffer thy foot to 
be moved: he that keepeth thee 
will not slumber” (Psa. 121:3). 








until he had founded a city, so Israel 
was driven from his country and obliged 
to wander as a vagabond over the whole 
earth, 

“But God has threatened. severest 


_chastisements on all those who raise a 


hand against the fratricide people. And 
the Lord said unto Cain, ‘Therefore who- 
soever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall 
be taken on him sevenfold.’ And He 
spread His protecting hand over the ac- 
cursed people of Israel. ‘For he that 
toucheth you toucheth the apple of his 
eye.’ 

“As God put a sign upon Cain so that 
all could see that he was under His pro- 
tection, so has He distinguished the peo- 
ple of Israel across the years by special 

j 
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physical traits and intellectual gifts.” 

Abram Poljak adds: “God has given 
to the Jewish people the greatest bless- 
ings and the most terrible punishments. 
Such is our election. It is for this that 
we have been stricken of God as no other 
people because of our lack of faith and 
disobedience. 

“But the fact that a king is obliged 
to correct his own son does not give to 
anyone the right to strike this son of 
a king. God Himself calls the people 
of the Covenant His son (Jer. 31).” 
The “Central Prayer” of this Jewish- 





The Rapture Before the 
Tribulation 


Y A happy coincidence, the 
Editors received within a few 
weeks of each other three articles 
on the question whether the 
Church will be taken out of the 
world before the Tribulatian, or 
whether it must pass through part 
or all of it before the Rapture. 
These are: 
The Time of the Rapture 
{ of the Church 
By Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison 


The Coming of the Lord 
and 
The Rapture and the Types 
By J. F. Strombeck 


General Harrison is the widely 
known Christian U.S. Army officer, 
who was for some time the chief 
negotiator for the United Nations 
at Panmunjom, and is now Com- 
mander in Chief of the Carribean 
Command. He has recently made 
a fresh and thorough study of the 
subject and gives his reasons, with 
copious Scripture references, for 
believing that the Rapture will 
occur before the Tribulation. 

Mr. Strombeck is a Christian 
businessman of Moline, I1l., who has 
written some articles for THE SuN- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMEs and several books, 
and who also has made a careful 
study of prophecies relating to the 
second coming of Christ. General 
Harrison’s and Mr. Strombeck’s 
articles, which will be published 
in four or five installments, were 
written entirely independently. 

These timely articles on prophecy 
will be published in THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes beginning in Sep- 
tember, and an 18-weeks subscrip- 
tion for $1 will cover the series (in 
Canada, $1.10, in U.S.A. dollars). 

Subscriptions intended to include 
these articles should be designated 
for the Harrison-Strombeck series, 
and sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. (For full sub- 
scription rates, see page 571.) 
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Christian Community includes confes- 
sion as follows: 

“We repent of our sins and of the sins 
of our people—before all, of the act 
of our fathers, who delivered thine 
Anointed One to the pagans to be cru- 
cified. They asked then that His Blood 
should fall on them and on their chil- 
dren and so caused great suffering to 
the whole Jewish people. 

“We cry unto thee, now, O Lord, that 
His Blood may cover our people and be 
for their salvation and for blessing, as 
for our Community also. 

“Save our people, O Lord, and by His 
Blood purify them from their sins. Re- 
instate Israel as a holy people and, as a 
kingdom of priests, prepare it to receive 
Him in all His glory as King of the 
Jews and King of kings.” 

Dr. Georg Kahn of Zurich describes 
the byway into which Israel has wan- 
dered in modern times: 

“It is certain that the emancipation of 
the Jews, and grant of equal rights, cor- 
responded to the humanitarian, demo- 
cratic, and liberal ideas of the nineteenth 
century. Yet we see that, when today 
they are thrown in the balance of world 
events, all these foundations, in spite 
of their ethical value, were laid without 
God and unrelated to God, to His Word, 
and to His plan of salvation. I under- 
stand how a man before 1914, or even 
before 1933, could have been able to be- 
lieve in the possibility of a progressive 
education resulting from human efforts, 
better education, appeal to reason and 
intelligence, and better economic and 
social. conditions. It was in this spirit 
that I made my university studies. But 
what has passed since 1933 should open 
the eyes of all. We see that the world 
sinks deeper and deeper into evil, since 
it believes that itis able to arrange all 


without the help of God. 


“A dialogue with God, by the aid of 
His Holy Word, has been the remedy 
for our profound disturbance; and God, 
in His grace, has shown us the way. We 
have placed ourselves under His Word 
in the Old and New Testaments and 
now see how the curse which weighs 
on our people will be transformed into 
a blessing. We have been able to rec- 
ognize in Jesus the true Messiah an- 
nounced by Moses and the prophets, our 
Saviour and the future King of the 
world. In this wonderful light has been 
revealed to us the plan of God for His 
Jewish people. 

“An incalculable number of Jews.to- 
day are reading the New Testament. In 
the Christian world, believers concern 
themselves more and more with the 
Jewish question, and Jews are ever more 
interested in Jésus. God takes His time. 
Nevertheless, the fig tree is seen con- 
tinually putting forth fresh leaf. We 
Judeo-Christians are Christ’s royalist 
party among the Jewish people.” 





According to Mr. Poljak, old traditions 
exist among the immigrants of Kurdi- 
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stan, of Yemen, of‘ Irak, and Persia, af- 
firming. that each of these groups de- 
scends respectively from one of the 
wilderness tribes. Traces of this have 
been found in manuscripts. The tradi- 
tion and history of the Jews of Irak in 
particular runs back without break to 
the captivity of Babylon. The trans- 
formation of these different populations 
into a homogeneous people is an im- 
portant event. The new president, Ben 
Zwi, was invested by laying on of hands. 
He took oath on his Bible. On Christ- 
mas, his government sent its good wishes 
to Christian fellow citizens, the first time 
the head of the State had made such a 
gesture of good will. 





The Messianic Jews are indefatigable 
Bible students, and perhaps one can 
make no better appraisal of their qual- 
ity than to quote a little of their ex- 
position. Here is one parallel: 

“Jonah and Paul were two servants 
of God. Both were sent to heathen 
nations, one with a message of repent- 
ance, the other with the message of 
the Messiah. 

“Jonah, by his disobedience, became a 
symbol of death, prefiguring by his three 
days in the belly of the fish the three 

(Continued on page 559) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Is the New Davis Bible 
Dictionary Sound? 


I have just read the editorial review 
(April 17th issue), “The Davis Bible 
Dictionary Reprinted.” 

Having just purchased a copy of it, 
I am wondering whether it is the re- 
print of the original, sound work of 
Dr. Davis, or the later, “modernized” 
edition, 

This is the Fourth Revised Edition, 
Baker Book House, 1954. The front 
jacket carries a.sentence of praise from 
Dr. Wilbur Smith, and the end jacket 
endorsements by Dr. Ockenga, Dr. 
Barnhouse, Dr. Culbertson, and many 
others, 

It would seem to be the sound re- 
print I desired, but I would so much 
appreciate confirmation from you or 
your staff. I teach Bible classes 
and must recommend sound reference 
books.—A Vermont reader. 


The Vermont reader may rest aSsured 
that the new edition of the Davis Bible 
Dictionary which she has just purchased 
from the Baker Book House is a reprint 
of the original, sound work. The Editors 
supposed that this was made entirely 
clear in the editorial review. 


The note at the head said: “This edi- 


torial reviews a reprint of the old edition 

of ‘A Dictionary of the Bible,’ by John 

D. Davis.” The reviewer began the edi- 
(Continued on page 570) 
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I. Henry Clay Trumbull, the Pioneer Personal Worker 


The life resolve of the well-known onetime editor 


of The Sunday School Times ; 


charted wilderness of personal 

soul-winning, Henry Clay Trum- 
bull (1830-1903) was indeed one of God's 
None has ever set forth the 
basic principles for fruitful personal 
evangelism more clearly, more wisely, 
and more acceptably than he. His book, 
“Individual Work for Individuals,” ap- 
peared in 1901, the same year that Dr. 
R. A. Torrey’s “How To Work for Christ” 
was copyrighted, both being among the 
first books ever to be written on per- 
sonal work. But Trumbull, writing near 
the end of his long life, had been study- 
ing and practicing personal soul-win- 
ning long before Torrey, who wrote in 
middle life. 

Though he made notable contributions 
-in many areas of Christian work, un- 
doubtedly the greatest permanent con- 
tribution of Henry Clay Trumbull was 
in the field of personal ,evangelism, 

Renowned as a Sunday school mission- 
ary, organizer, and lecturer, as a Civil 
War chaplain, as the Editor of THe Sun- 
pay Scnoot Times (1875-1903), as the 
author of thirty-eight books, as an Orien- 
tal scholar and the discoverer of the 
Biblical Kadesh-barnea, as one of the 
Lyman Beecher lecturers at Yale, as a 
Northfield Conference speaker, as a con- 
stant traveler, as the head of a Christian 
family, full of energy and always busy 
for his Lordj Dr. Trumbull was never 
too busy to talk to an individual about 
the Saviour. i 


His Urge To Win Others 


Converted to Christ at the age of 
twenty-one by a ‘friend’s personal appeal 
in a letter, Trumbull felt the urge to 
win some other. person to the Lord. The 
first personal appeal he ever made was 
to a fellow employee in the Hartford, 
Conn., railway office where they both 
worked. He was surprised and dismayed 
as his friend made this reply: 

“Trumbull, your words cut me to the 
heart. You little think how they re- 
buke me. I’ve long been a professed 
follower of Christ; and you have never 
suspected this, although we have been 
in close association in house and office 
for years. I’ve never said a word to you 
for the Saviour whom I trust... . And 
here are you, inviting me to come to 
that Saviour of whom I have been a 
Silent follower for years. May God for- 
give me for my lack of faithfulness!” 1 

As young Trumbull turned this expe- 
rience over in his mind, and as he ob- 


B oss a trail through the un- 





1“Individual Work for- Individuals,” by 
Henry Clay Trumbull; 1902; p. 22 (International 
Committee of Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation; out of print). 


To be a witness for Christ is one of 
the first duties of every Christian. 
It is inspiring to read of the chdr- 
acter and methods of those whom 
God has greatly used in individual 
soul-winning. This is the first of 
six short, colorful, biographical 
sketches by Dr. Whitesell, who is 
professor of Practical Theology at 
the Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Chicago. Besides the 
name of the man about whom he 
is writing in each article, Dr. White- 
sell has chosen alliterative, descrip- 
tive phrases to complete the titles. 
While these may not apply exclu- 
sively to each man, yet they do 
emphasize the most marked charac- 
teristic of each one as a personal 
-soul-winner. Succeeding cles 
will tell of: 
Uncle John Vassar 
D. L. Moody 
R. A. Torrey 
Charles M. Alexander 
Will H. Houghton 








served other Christians, he concluded 
that this common weakness of believers 
not to speak to others about Christ was 
a great sin. In order to keep himself 
from falling into this sin, he made the 
following remarkable life resolve: 

“I determined that as I loved Christ, 
and as Christ loved souls, I would press 
Christ on the individual souk, so that 
none who were in the proper §phere of 
my individual responsibility or influence 
should lack the opportunity of meeting 
the question whether or not they would 
individually trust and follow Christ. 
The resolve I made was, that whenever 
I was in such intimacy with a soul as 
to be justified in choosing my subject of 
conversation, the theme of themes should 
have prominence between us, so that I 
might learn his need, and, if possible, 
meet it. 

“That decision has largely shaped my 
Christian life-work in the half-century 
that has followed its making.” 2 

Not because he found it easy, but be- 
cause he believed it to be his God- 
given duty and of supreme importance, 


he labored for souls wherever he went. 


In fact, he claims that it never did be- 
come easy for him to try to win souls. 
Satan was always there to oppose. Near 
the end of his life he wrote: 

“From nearly half a century of such 
practice, as I have had opportunity day 
by day, I can say that I have spoken 
with thousands upon thousands on the 





2“Individual Work for Individuals,” p. 23. 


By FARIS D. WHITESELL, D.D. 


subject of their spiritual welfare. Yet, 
so far from my becoming accustomed to 
this matter, so that I can take hold of it 
as a matter of course, I find it as difficult 
to speak about it at the end of these 
years as at the beginning. Never to the 
present day can I speak to a single soul 
for Christ without being reminded by 
Satan that I am in danger of harming 
the cause by introducing it just now. If 
there is one thing that Satan is sensitive 
about, it is the danger of a Christian’s 
harming the cause he loves by speaking 
of Christ to a needy soul. He has more 
than once, or twice, or thrice, kept me 
from speaking on the subject bg his 
sensitive pious caution, and he has tried 
a thousand times to do so. Therefore, 
my experience leads me to suppose that 
he is urging other persons to try any 
method for souls except the best one.” 3 

Yet out of the multitude of his evan- 
gelical activities for Christ, he had no 
deubt that his personal evangelism was 
the most profitable of them all. He af- 
firmed: : 

“Yet looking back upon my work, in 
all these years, I can see more direct 
results of good through my individual 
efforts with individuals, than I can 
know of through all my spoken words 
to thousands upon thousands of per- 
sons in religious’ assemblies, or all 
my wtitten words on the pages of 
periodicals or of books. ... Reach- 
ing one person at a time is the best way 
of reaching all the world in time. Reach- 
ing one person at a time is the best way. 
of reaching a single individual.” 4 

No books on personal evangelism being 
in existence for his guidance, Henry 
Clay Trumbull had to pioneer in this 
work. How can we explain his success? 
First, in what he was in himself; and 
second, in the principles he discovered 
and applied. 


Friendship, His Master-Passion 


H. C. Trumbull was a man among men. 
He was equally ‘at home with the com- 
mon people or with the world’s great 
leaders of his day. His goodly physical 
stature radiated Christian strength. Pos- 
sessed with driving energy, and ever 
alert to human need, he took time never- 
theless to cultivate the inner Christian 
virtues. He was a deep and constant 
student of the Bible, a man of faith and 
prayer, a Christian of spiritual sensitivity 
and discernment, a worker of practical 
vision and unwavering courage. When 
this man’s life touched another, that 





*“Individual Work for Individuals,” pp. 
168, 169. 

*“Individual Work for Individuals,” pp. 29, 
30. 
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other knew he was in touch with a 
choice spirit among God’s elect. 

Dr. Trumbull was a profound believer 
in the power of friendship. His ideals 
of friendship put into practice enabled 
him to win others to himself as the first 
step in winning them to Christ. In 1891 
he completed his book, “Friendship the 
Master-Passion,” which embodies his 
long and penetrating thought on that 
subject. In it, he wrote: 

“Friendship by its very nature consists 
in loving, rather than in being loved. 
In other words,, friendship consists in 
being a friend, hot in having a friend; 
in giving one’s affection unselfishly and 
unswervingly to another, not in being 
the object of another’s affection, or in 


_reciprocating such an affection... . 


Friendship-love, as a love that is unself- 
ish, uncraving, ever out-going, and ever 
on-going, is in its very nature divine 
love. It is such a love as God gives, 
and@s man ought to give to God. It is 
such a love as man should give to his 
fellow man for God’s sake.” 5 

So it was with the purpose of being 
a friend that he approached all men. 
That he achieved this ideal is the testi- 
mony of Philip E. Howard, his son-in- 
law and twelve years his associate on 
THe SuNDAY ScHOooL TIMEs, who wrote: 

“He was never pastor of a church, but 
he was constantly doing the work of a 
shepherd. One might often see him, on 
his errands of comfort and cheer, hurry- 
ing along the streets on cold winter 
nights, in the driving snow, enveloped 
in his long ulster and with his wide- 
brimmed chaplain’s hat pulled down 
over his eyes. He always had time for 
these things. The individual was always 
foremost in his thought.” 6 

Organizing his father’s soul-winning 
principles into textbook form, Charles 
Gallaudet Trumbull, Editor of THe Sun- 
pay Scuoot Trmes from 1903 to 1941, 
wrote the book, “Taking Men Alive,” in 
1907.7 From it we learn that Henry 
Clay Trumbull believed that tact was 
important. Tact is touch on the right 
spot rather than the wrong one. Tact 
will begin the conversation with the 
other person’s interests or direct it to 
them, unless they are positively sinful. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


« Honest commendation is always in or- 
der, H. C. Trumbull believed. We can 
always find something about another per- 
son to praise, if we wish, and this com- 
mendation will help win them to us; 
then it will be easier to win them to 
Christ. 

We cannot win men by argument, but 
we can impress them with sincere con- 
viction, taught Dr. Trumbull. Let us 
speak lovingly of Christ and what He 
means to us. No man can gainsay that. 

We can seldom begin by quoting 
Scripture passages, for the other person 
is not likely to be interested in the Bible, 
at least in the beginning of the con- 
versation. The Bible is the worker’s 
indispensable equipment. The soul-win- 
ner must know the Bible and live in it, 
but he cannot expect Bible passages to 
convict and cohvert sinners automat- 
ically, so H. C. Trumbull believed. 

Problems of Christian conduct are not 
to be settled for the lost sinner. If he 
becomes a Christian and puts Christ at 
the center of his life these matters will 
come out all right. 

We Should direct men to think about 
what they believe rather than what they 
doubt or disbelieve. Even though Satan 
opposes us in this work, God works 
ahead of us and with us. We do not 
work alone. We will find very few re- 
buffs if we are humble, sincere, and 
tactful, but, on the other hand, will often 
find a God-prepared soul awaiting us. 

Results are in the hands of the Lord. 
Our responsibility is to witness faith- 
fully. No opportunity is too insignifi- 
cant. We should not fear making 
mistakes, for God can uSe bungling ef- 
forts. The big mistake for us to fear is 
not doing the work at all. On these 
principles, Henry Clay Trumbull pio- 
neered in personal soul-winning and set 
an example for all Christians to follow. 





’“The Life Story of Henry Clay Trumbull,” 
by Philip E. Howard; 1905; p. 409 (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., out of print). . 

*“The Life Story of Henry Clay Trum- 
bull,” p. 378. 

7 “Taking Men Alive,” by Charles G. Trum- 
bull; 1907 (Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., $1.75). - 


( To be continued) 


XV. The Dragon and the Man Child 


Setting the stage for the Scarlet Age 


N THE first part of chapter 11 of 

Revelation;.which is within the par- 
enthetical portion that began with chap- 
ter 10 and continues to verse 14 of chap- 
ter 11, God’s city and God’s people are 
again the foreground.. The Temple is 
being measured, and this indicates that 
interest is again focysed upon Israel, 
and one can readily see how the stage 
is being set for the most terrible drama 
of all history, the Great Tribulation. 


By EDGAR AINSLIE 


You will notice that the Beast, which is 
the resurrected Roman Empire in its 
last satanic form and out of the abyss, is 
upon the scene (v. 7): 

In the Holy City, two witnesses make 
their appearance (v. 3). No names are 
given to these two strange men, so we 
cannot be positive as to their identity. 
They wear the robes of mourning, of 
calamity, and deepest sorrow. In the 
very darkest of earth’s night of apostasy 


July 3, 1954 


they are two great burning and shining 
lights of witness before God, the sov- 
ereign Lord and ruler of this earth. 

Like Elijah of old, they can shut the 
heavens at will until the days of their 
prophetic mission is finished. Like 
Moses they have power to change the 
waters into blood, and they can smite 
this unhappy world with every plague 
horrible to mankind. No doubt many 
attempts will be made to murder them. 
Sinful men will attempt, by every 
means, to put them out of action, but 
from their mouths will come devastat- 
ing fire consuming every foe that as- 
sails them. They will be invincible 
until their work on earth is done. They 
are to hurl forth their anathemas for 
1,260 days, and not one day can the 
Devil cut short. But when their testi- 
mony is finished, the Beast, now on the 
prophetic scene, will. fight. them, and 
God will allow the Beast to conquer 
them. Operating here on earth this 
Dragon-controlled and energized empire 
will cruelly terminate the noble min- 
istry of these two Heaven-sent prophets, 
and they will lie slain in the street, ex- 
posed to the ridicule and mockery of 
their hateful foes. Common decency 
would afford them a burial, but these 
hearts are hopeless and without feeling. 
There are now no “valiant men of Gil- 
boa” to remove and bury the slain, no 
disciples, like those of John the Baptist, 
to place to rest the honored dead. They 
are murdered in cold blood amid the 
very scenes where their Lord and Mas- 
ter was crucified. 

Chapter 12 is one of the most difficult 
to explain, and there: have been many 
attempts to interpret these mysterious 
characters and events. It is generally 
conceded that chapter 12 really begins 
with verse 19 of the preceding chapter. 
In chapter 4, the storm center of the 
universe is the throne of the sovereign 
Ruler of this vast creation. The throne 
is the place of. God’s unchallenged and 
absolute sovereignty. In chapter 12, the 
stornt with its deafening crash of thun- 
der is coming from the heavenly Tem- 
ple, the place of His absolute holiness. 
From this opened Temple, five great 
powerful and destructive agencies (v. 
19) are released upon an abandoned 
world, 

The Holy Spirit has used a simple 
method in this great Book of the Reve- 
lation. The first verse of Revelation 
contains the keynote, “He made it known 
by signs or symbols” (marginal note, 
Newberry Bible). The symbols and signs 
in this Book are many, but as a gen- 
eral rule they are explained by the Holy 
Spirit, thus enabling us to understand 
these deep mysteries, 

You will have noticed in this chapter 
that there are three symbolic characters 
—the star-crowned woman, the scarlet 
dragon, and the Man Child. When deal- 
ing with signs and symbols we must 
exercise special care in the proper iden- 
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tification of the article or person sym- 
bolized, otherwise we shall go far astray 
in our. interpretation. Quite a few 
claims have been advanced, at one time 
or another, concerning the woman and 
the Man Child. Mary Baker Eddy once 
claimed that she was the star-crowned 
woman, that the Man Child was Chris- 
tian Science, and that the dragén was 
mortal mind. Her pretentious claims 
can be dismissed as arrogant, impudent, 
blasphemous, and dishonoring to any 
claim of true Christianity. 

Papal Rome also has sought to prove 
that she is the sun-robed woman with 
her star-studded crown. Some have 
sought to show that this woman is the 
Church of the New Testament. This 
could not be, for many reasons. The 
Church did not bring into this world the 
Lord Jesus. He established the Church. 
“Upon this rock I will build my church” 
(Matt. 16:18): The Church proceeds 
from its Founder and not Christ from 
the Church. 


The Dragon Identified 


Let us try to idgntify these three sym- 
bolic characters. Let us take the easiest 
‘one first—the Dragon. Notice the list 
of names given in verse 9 of chapter 12. 
They, beyond all reasonable doubt, 
identify this mysterious symbol of hate 
as Satan, the Devil. His dreadful his- 
tory as the great foe of God and man, 
of truth, of love and holiness clearly 
point with the finger of conviction to 
one person alone. The Dragon of our 
chapter is the terrible being who dared 
to cross the pathway of our Lord in 
the days of His flesh and in arrogant 
pride dared to ask for himself wor- 
ship which alone belongs to Almighty 
God. These names reveal his work 
and character from the Garden of 
Eden to the end of time, from his fall 
from dazzjing beauty to repulsive hide- 
ousness. 

Now let us try to identify the Man 
Child. Many have been the guesses that 
have been made. Some have sought to 
show that the Man Child is Christ and 
His Church. A close study of the chap- 
ter will convince anyone that this could 
not be. The time element alone clearly 
offsets any such thought. If such were 
so, the Rapture would have to occur in 
the middle of Daniel’s prophetic week, 
or just before the bursting in of the 
Great Tribulation. This would throw 
all the prophetic picture out of harmony. 
A careful and prayerful study will dis- 
close the fact that the Man Child is the 
Lord Jesus, the coming Ruler of all 
nations, He who is to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron (Psa, 2:9). The beau- 
tiful expression “child” is used of the 
Lord Jesus in so many Scriptures—“Unto 
us a child is born” (Isa. 9:6); “Against 
thy child” (Acts 4:27); and also Mat- 
thew 1 and Romans 9:1-5. 

Who then is the mother of this Man 
Child? The woman is Israel through 
whom our Lord came (Rom, 9:4, 5). 
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Notice her marks of identification. She 
is arrayed with the glorious sun, the 
symbol of govenmmtiental authority—it is 
so in creation and in the Kingdom. Is- 
rael lost this authority to the Gentiles 
and her scepter passed into Gentile 
hands at the reigri of Nebuchadnezzar, 
but it will eventually be restored to 
her again and retained through millen- 
nium days. A comparison with the pa- 
triarch Joseph’s dream and this symbol 
is helpful. The moon is under her feet. 
Today Israe¥ is under the feet of the 
Gentiles, she is trodden under foot. But 
some day the tables will be turned and 
a repetition of Joshua 10:24 will take 
place. Israel is yet to arise and shine. 

The woman is seen in the agonies of 
childbirth. There is no friend to help her 
in this the deepest sorrow of a woman’s 
life; only a hideous fiend is seen waiting 
to snatch the Child. No escape seems 
possible as in all her helplessness of 
agony this heartless monster awaits the 
birth of her Man Child. ; 

The great question now ~arises, When 
did the Dragon attempt to devour the 
Man Child? Two great principles in 
prophetic truth, if kept before us, will 
help us to avoid becoming confused: 
The first principle is that, in writing 
prophecy, the Holy Spirit as a rule does 
not confine Himself to the rigid chron- 
ological order of events. The second 
principle is that the Holy Spirit in 
prophecy does not always give in detail 
all the separate events. 


When did the Dragon attempt to de- 


stroy the Man Child? Time and time 
again in the Gospel record we read of 
these attempts. Herod’s sly efforts to 
learn of the Magi, the whereabouts of 
the Child, and then his decree that all 
children of a certain age be slain; the 
temptation of Christ in the wilderness; 
the storm on the Sea of Galilee; the at- 
tempts to stone Christ; the agony in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, just to name a 
few. But in Heaven the Father has His 
eye upon His Son, and before the cruel 
Dragon can carry out his design of seiz- 
ing the hated Man Child the almighty 
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; 
hand of God reaches down and the Man 
Child is caught up into Heaven to sit 
upon His Father’s throne (Rev. 12:5). 

But the careful reader will notice that 
the following verse tells us of the flight 
of the woman, at the beginning of the 
Great Tribulation. Verses 1 to 5 cover 
time from the birth of the Lord Jesus 
to His ascension; in fact, they usher us 
into the dawn of His millennial rule. 
Just as the detailed events of His earthly 
life are passed over, so from His ascen- 
sion, now viewed in its relation to His 
would-be murderer, the Dragon, the de- 
tail of the great events between His re- 
ception in Heaven to the’ outburst of 
Israel’s greatest hour of sorrow. are 
passed over, and Israel in relation to 
her great adversary, the Dragon, is pre- 
sented. 

The time prophecy given here is defi- 
nite and simple. The time given is fig- 
ured back from our Lord’s second ad- 
vent. Twelve hundred and sixty days, 
or three and a half years, make up the 
last half of Daniel’s prophetic weeks of 
years—just three and. one-half years to 
finish the “times of the Gentiles,” and 
then the anointing of the Most Holy. 

Keeping in mind the two principles 
of interpretation mentioned before, one 
will immediately recognize that, be- 
tween verses 5 and 6, an unmeasured 
dispensation has come in, not revealed 
in this chapter—this present age of grace. 


War in Heaven 


The stage is now set for the greatest 
drama of all the ages, the tragic events 
that are to take place on earth in these 
last three and one-half years, and leading 
up to the return of the Man Child in 
advent glory. Verses 7 to 12 of chap- 
ter 12 introduce us to some of the events. 
that will be taking place in Heaven dur- 
ing this period. 

Michael, the great defender of the 
woman, Israel, now enters the arena of 
conflict, leading the onslaught against 
the dragon and his confederate angel 
forces. The ultimate outcome is sure: 
the Dragon will lose the day and will 
be cast out. in shameful defeat and 
hurled down upon the earth, and from 
this moment this world will have a per- 
sonal Devil upon it. Whatever have 
been his activities on earth before, these 
were tender mercies compared with the 
atrocious deeds he will commit from this 
moment on. It is summed up in this 
twelfth: chapter—Heaven is glad; the 
earth is sad; andthe Devil is mad. 

In the consciousness of his approaching 
doom and that his time is short, he 
now is determined to pour out all his 
malignant venom upon the helpless 
woman, Israel. The Man Child he can- 
not touch, for He is in Heaven. The 
Church he cannot harm, for the Church 
has been removed by rapture. It is safe 
home in Glory. The rage of Dragon 
wrath will be against this godly rem- 
nant .of Israel’s seed. In this extremity 
God will provide His people a refuge, 
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a haven from the fury of this terrible 
storm. Israel will be safely sheltered 
from her terrible foe. The wilderness 
was Israel’s home for forty years, her 
national life for years has been in many 
ways a desert one. It will not be all 
Israel upon whom the Tribulation blow 
will fall, but one-third, the godly remnant 
that will remain loyal and true to the 
God of their fathers and who shall stand 
and witness for God in these, the darkest 
days ever seen on earth. The other two- 
thirds of Israel will turn apostate, and 
God will deal with them in the trumpet 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


judgments (Zech. 13:8, 9). Into the wil- 
derness refuge God will safely bring 
His people, those “whfth keep the com- 
mandments of God, and have the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 12:17). Now, 
not for forty years, but for three and 
one-half years, Israel’s wilderness expe- 
rience shall be resumed. They are now 
the objects of the Dragon’s cruel per- 
secution, and will find a safe retreat 
in the haven of God’s sheltering arms. 
This will usher in the dawn of the Scar- 
let Age. , 
(To be continued) 


-When God Moved in Mighty Power on London 


A British friend of the Times reviews the Graham Campaign 


ANY of my friends in America, 

stretched across the Continent from 
coast to coast, have frequently pressed 
one question upon me during these past 
five or six years: Can you tell us what 
is the real spiritual state of Britain in 
these days? This has been a question 
very hard to answer satisfactorily, if 
a correct understanding of things as 
they are is to be had! Truth to tell, I 
have believed it to be wise to refrain 
from anything like haste in making 
reply. There has always seemed to be 
present in the questioners that under- 
lying thought, that surely the severe ex- 
periences of war and all its attendant 
horrors through which Britain has re- 
cently passed, would tend to bring about 
a vital reaction to spiritual things. It 
has been an alarming thing that there 


. has hitherto been little or no evidence 


of such being the case. But then, is it 
not a fair question—why should it be 
imagined that the grimness of war, with 
all its attendant horrors ‘and delivish- 


ness, should be expected to produce in - 


the human heart anything akin to a de- 
sire to turn unto God? Must it not be 
frankly admitted that we might more 
reasonably look for quite the reverse re- 
sults? We certainly get the reverse, 
whether we like it or not. 

But the sovereign ways of the Lord 
our God may well fill our hearts with 
a sense of awe and wonder. How far 
beyond the range of our poor thought 
they are! Thus it is that in amazing 
grace God has been pleased to move 
upon the heart of Britain in a manner 
indescribable, during the- days of the 
Billy Graham Campaign. The resultant 
happenings have frankly baffled the 
thought of all alike, within and without 
the Church of Christ. Even those who 
have been most deeply and intensely 
interested have been awed by the things 
they have witnessed. God is sovereign, 
and the very delightful thing to some of 
us here in Britain is the fact that it 
has pleased Him to send to us as His 
instrument for the work He would ac- 
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complish at this hour a comparatively 
young American, Dr. Billy Graham— 
well known in the States, of course, but 
upon his arrival here, a few months 
back, known only to a mere handful of 
folk. -The evangelist brought with him 
a team of many talents, welded into an 
uncommon unity in selfless service to 
the great cause. We who are of British 
birth desire very humbly to take knowl- 
edge of this, for it is immensely signifi- 
cant if we understand the ways of the 
Lord. This postwar age, with its ap- 
palling frustrations, is nevertheless wit- 
nessing to one great and dominant fact: 
the peoples of the English-speaking 
world are standing fast in unity of pur- 
pose, in determination to preserve world 
civilization from utter and complete dis- 
integration. That there have been, and 
undoubtedly are, certain diverse and 
even seemingly contradictory views as 
to proper procedure, is self-evident to 
us all. But, in spite of such an admis- 
sion, the over-all fact remains, and our 
peoples remain together, a solid mass. 
Some of us Have for years contended 
that if this be so in the realm of out- 
ward expressions of national and inter- 
national life, and in the processes of 
statesmanship, then it is much more de- 
sirable to recognize the supreme neces- 
sity for an unbreakable solidarity of life 
and purpose to be demonstrated among 
English-speaking Christians throughout 
the world. 

Our cause is impressively one cause. 
The powers of darknéss are massed 
against it and us. The Devil is without 
question concentrating his forces, and 
converging them, to achieve the over- 
throw of those things assuredly most 
precious to us all. Let us be aware of 
this. Let us stand fast against it. Let 
us dispose ourselves in the determination 
to‘yield ourselves to God for the defeat 
of this diabolical ambition. We have to 
stand together! Preservation of all that 
is most precious to us demands this. 

Having experienced something of Billy 
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with profound thanksgiving that we 
write of that which we have witnessed 
here in London. We may affirm without 
fear of question that three things stand 
out with utter clearness, as embodying 
something of an explanation of what has 
been happening here: 

_(1) There exists the pressure’ of a 
sense of terrific spiritual need. 

(2) There has been released the 
mighty force of prevailing prayer. 

(3) There has been preached the sim- 
ple Gospel of God’s grace in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The sinner’s sin, the Saviour’s sacri- 
fice, the satisfying salvation! Here are 
the things that night by night have se- 
cured rapt attention from the massed 
thousands that have filled the great 
arena at Harringay to capacity. It is 
true to say that London has never wit- 
nessed anything like it. Indeed, it is 
= seriously believed that ‘nothing in 
the history of the Church itself, through- 
out the Christian Era, has equaled the 
remarkable and sustained interest of 
such immense numbers, and to such a 
degree of intensity ' throughout. The 
Campaign for Greater London ran with- 
out the slightest diminutior for twelve 
weeks. The Harringay Arena—normally 
a sports center—was filled night by night 
with an audience of 12,500 people. The 
adjoining Dog Racing Stadium was also 
engaged when it was available, and this 
has accommodated a similar number of 
people. Moreover, for weeks the entire 
service was relayed to many places 
throughout Great Britain, frequently to 
over forty different places at a time. 
In this way audiences gathered in these 
widely separated -places totalling up to 
and even more than 60,000 people at 
one time! It-may be quite simply de- 
clared that as many as a million and a 
half people were drawn to these Gospel 
services during these twelve weeks. An 
amazing fact, surely! 

What of the results? Billy Graham is 
content to leave these in the hands of 
the Lord Himself, for He alone knows 
what has been accomplished. Never- 
theless, it is manifest that very great 
numbers of people have been brought 
to the place where they have faced 
reality, and many have without question 
been genuinely born anew, and brought 
into the Kingdom of God. It has been 
one of the most moving experiences to 
have been privileged nightly to watch 
the manifest movement of the Holy 
Spirit, as He has borne witness with His 
Word, proclaimed in His power. There 
has never’ been a night without this 
astonishing feature being present. At 
the call of the evangelist, people of all 
ages, and drawn from all classes, rich 
and poor, the high afid the low, from 
the professional classes and the wage- 
earners, from the churchgoer and the 
nonchurchgoer, crowds have been drawn 
irresistibly to the front of the platform, 
there to declare their desire and deter- 
mination to seek the Lord. Every night 
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literally hundreds pressed their way, 
leaving their seats from.even the farthest 
parts of the great auditorium, and com- 
ing to the front! Let it be added, that 
there was never once anything approach- 
ing pressure or emotionalism in the 
methods used—all was done with the ut- 
most quietness, and with remarkable 
decorum. Indeed, the very hush of God 
seemed to fall upon the vast audiences 
when these things were under way. 
The great choir, numbering 1,500 to 2,000 
softly sang the moving hymn, quietly 
and effectively, while these made their 
way forward: 

Just as I am, without one-plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me; 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come! 

Those who witnessed this scene will 
surely never quite lose its spell! Usually, 
the evangelist stood quiet and _ still, 
watching—his own heart deeply stirred, 
and as he has himself put it so often 
—an amazed witness, a looker-on, stand- 
ing back, while the Lord Himself 
wrought in His own mighty power. Well 
might the great meetings have their 
dismissal frequently with the singing of 
a verse of the hymn, “To God be the 
glory; great things He hath done!” for 
dear Billy has certainly been very care- 
ful to assure the people gathered that 
“this is God at work,” never taking, or 
desiring to be credited with anything 
of the honor for that which has been 
accomplished. Herein, possibly, is one 
of the major reasons why the Lord has 
So signally owned these great gather- 
ings; having called His servant, the 
honor was safe, for it has been accorded 
to Him who alone is worthy. 


Let one or two instancés be given of , 


the kind of things that have been wit- 
nessed among those responding to the. 
call at the close of the meetings. In one 
of the meetings, one of the many thou- 
sands attending, was a medical doctor. 
The message had gripped him tremen- 
dously, and, under the stress of deep con- 
viction at the end, he said to another 
man sitting next to him in the Arena 
—a total stranger—“I don’t know about 
you, but as for me, I feel that I must 
make my way to the front with these 
othet people!” The man to whom this 
was spoken had also been deeply moved, 
and replied: “Well, I feel just about 
the same, but before I can possibly do 
that, I’ve something I must put right 
with you, sir! I am a professional pick- 
pocket, and that’s why I’m here. I must 
hand over what I’ve taken from your 
pocket while you've been sitting here, 
and ask your forgiveness!” He there- 
upon restored the stolen property that 
he had extracted from the doctor’s 
pocket, and together they made their 
way to the front in response to Billy’s 
appeal. Cases almost without number, 
and of equally deep and real character, 
have occurred, 


Think of the many reconciliations that 
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have taken place between estranged 
couples! How marvelous are the ways 
of the Lord! Here comes a man, sep- 
arated from his wife; he has come under 
the impact of the Gospel of this so great 
Salvation, and makes his way at the 
meeting’s close, that he may seek and 
find that which has thus far been con- 
spicuously absent from his whole life. 
In the Counseling Room, to which all 
these inquirers are taken ere they leave 
the building, to his astonishment he is 
confronted with his estranged wife; they 
have not seen each other for years, but 
here they are together, each in des- 
perate need of Christ, and seeking Him. 
Together they find Him, and, weeping, 
they clasp one another in their arms— 
reconciled! Yes, reconciled to God first, 
and thus reconciled the one to the other. 
What rich grace it is that accomplishes 
things such as these! 


It is impossible to describe the sus- 
tained thrill that was created through 
this campaign. The mighty crowds of 
these many thousands were drawn from 
,distant areas, as well as from near-by 
districts. The lengthy journeys that 
were thus rendered necessary were no 
small factor in the meetings. But the 
joy that has captivated these many 
hearts has been ‘just overflowing. Thus, 
night by night, the buses and the tubes (un- 
derground railways), taking the people 
to their distant homes, resounded to the 
tumultuous songs of the thousands who 
were traveling homeward. Song after 
song—favorites all—filled the air, to the 
interest and often to the astonishment 
of other travelers. What could it all 
mean? “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine— 
Oh what a foretaste of glory divine,” or 
it may be, “The Lord’s my shepherd, I'll 
not want,” sung to the tune “Crimond,” 
so well beloved in Britain! Oh, the joy 
that thus found delightful expression on 
the homeward way! A sure indication 
this that God’s reviving grace has visited 
London-town! 


LONDON. 
we 


More About Messianic Jews 
(Continued from second page) 


days and nights which Messiah passed 
in the tomb. Paul lived the new life 
in Christ and became an example for 
all believers. 

“God sent Jonah to Nineveh to preach 
repentance. Instead he embarked on a 
ship going the other way. He did this 
out of personal considerations, not wish- 
ing to render himself laughable by pro- 
claiming an imminent judgment of God 
which God in His mercy and patience 
would never execute. On the other 
hand, being a Hebrew and knowing him- 
self to belong to God’s elect people, he 
did not wish to show mercy on the 
Goyim, or Gentiles, by giving them an* 
opportunity to repent. He was proud, 
refused to accept humiliation, and, al- 
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though himself in great need of mercy, 
was not willing that God’s grace should 
go to others. 

“How different Paul! Christ told him 
he should go to Rome for Christ’s glory. 
He sought not to flee from God; rather, 
by appeal to Caesar, chose captivity, 
since he knew thereby he could reach 
Rome (Acts 23:11; 26:32). He was ready 
to proclaim the message of pardon to 
the detested Romans and even to their 
Emperor, though this meant captivity. 

“It was as a free man that Jonah em- 
barked, but as a prisoner he found him- 
self in the fish’s belly. Paul, on the 
other hand, went abdard as, a prisoner, 
but by his unshaken faith and his obe- 
dience to God obtained a large degree 
of freedom from the centurion Julius 
and in his own hired house. 

“The disobedience of Jonah endan- 
gered all on the ship, who would have 
perished if he had not been cast over- 
board. How different with Paul’s com- 
panions! The entire ship’s body of 275 
were saved, thanks to Paul’s presence. 
All who sailed with him were given 
him by God (Acts 27:24). He became 
their salvation. Further, because Paul. 
healed the sick of Malta, the people 
furnished him and his shipwrecked fel- 
low crewsmen all they needed for the 
rest of their voyage. 

“The obedience of Paul to his Lord and 
Saviour led him to death, but only after 
a life of service, rich in divine bless- 
ings (2 Tim. 4:6-8). 

“We know nothing of the death of 
Jonah. The story ends with the re- 
proaches he addressed to God when, a 
second time, God asked him for service, 
and this because his personal comfort 
was not assured. Also, because he was 
indignant that Nineveh had been spared, 
What bitterness in his words, ‘It is better 
for me to die than to live’! What a 
confession of defeat when compared with 
the triumphant last words of Paul!” 





Of the preaching of these Jewish 
Christians, Fritz Braun says: “It is free 
from stereotype. Biblical passages be- 
come real, comprehensible, actual. This 
is why hearers are captivated for hours. 
Without hesitation, Biblical passages are 
interpreted in all literalness. It is true 
lay preaching. Our Lord also introduced 
a new typeof preaching. He taught not 
as the scribes. It is a protest against 
powerless preaching, powerless because 
of its blindness to the verbal inspiration 
of Scripture and to the development of 
Redemption in our day, the' Kingdom of 
God presently to be revealed.” 

Of this revelation, Professor Newland- 
smith of the Messianic Community a 
concert violinist and composer, says: 
“The promise of our Lord’s personal re- 
turn is mentioned directly or indirectly 
three hundred times in the New Testa- 
ment. This is the great hope! From 
the depths of the heart we say, ‘Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.’” 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 3. JULY 18. GROWING THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 


Acts 17:10, 11; 1 Timothy 4:13-16, 2 Timothy 1:5, 2:15, 3:14-17; Hebrews 4:12; printed text, Same 


Golden ee phn is yo bates by i 
righteo e man of may 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 17:10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul 
and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went 
into the synagogue of the Jews. 
11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that, they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 


1 Tim. 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine. 

14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the eae | on of the hands of the 
presbytery. 

15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; 
that thy profiting may appear to all. 

16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue 
in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and 


them that hear thee. 


ih y r . > " 

2 Tim. 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith 
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 


Chap, 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 


tation of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction i 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all ‘good works.—2 Tim. 3:16, 17 cree 


workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 

Chap. 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; 

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. 

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

S LONG ago as the ninth century 
A there reigned a\king in England 

by the name of Alfred. He well 
earned the title, “the Great.” Fe it was 
who halted the Danish Conquest, estab- 
lished the English Navy, made great 
strides in the unification of the country, 
introduced liberal education, codified the 
laws, and was the father of English 
prose. But, considering the age in which 
he lived, nothing better justified his title 
than his expressed wish that every child 
in England should be able to read, and 
should have the Bible to read. Cen- 
turies were to roll by before his wish 
came true. 

Now we can read, and we have the 
Bible to read. But do we read it? The 
ability to read is good, if it is turned 
to good account. Otherwise, it can be- 
‘come one’s damnation. What we read 
is one of the largest factors in deter- 
mining conduct, and character, and des- 
tiny. For, just as what we eat feeds 
our body, sao what we read feeds our 
mind and soul. To feed trash and poison 
to the body is to court death. What 
about the trash and poison that are fed 
to the mind? That brings death, too, 
and a more tragic death at that. We 
uaive only to look at the popular mag- 

pe stand to know the diet on which 
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millions in this enlightened land are 
feeding the mind, and it does not prom- 
ise well for the future. 

If only we could induce all Christians 
to put the Bible at the head of their 
reading list, there would be an imme- 
diate upsurge of spiritual strength and 
effectiveness. It is the neglect of Bible 
reading that has so weakened the life 
and witness of the church, making its 
members completely devoid of discern- 
ment with regard to both doctrine and 
behavior. The ease with which many 
fall victim to heretical teaching, and 
their contentment with worldly stand- 
ards of conduct, stem from this neglect 
of the Bible. 

Back to the Bible, in the church, in 
the home, in the secret. place! Then we 
shall see advance instead of retrogres- 
sion, strength instead of weakness, right- 
eousness instead of delinquency. 

Man, earthy, of the earth, an hungered feeds 

On earth’s dark poison tree— 
Wilda gourds, and deadly roots, and bitter 
weeds; 
And as his food is he. 
And hungry souls there are that find and eat 
God’s manna day by day,— 
d glad they are, their life is fresh and 
sweet, 
For as their food are they. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 17:10.—“And the brethren imme- 
diately sent away Paul and Silas by 
night unto Berea...” The “brethren” 
referred to were the believers in Thes- 
salonica (modern Salonika), where the 





Jews bitterly opposed the teaching of 
Paul. Berea (modern Veroia) is sixty 
miles from Salonika, 

Verse 11—‘“. . . more noble , ... re- 
ceived the word . . . and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so. The nobility of the Berean 
Jews consisted in their open-mindedness, 
coupled with carefulness to judge all 
things by the Scriptures, which to them 
constituted the final authority. Preju- 


dice, not the Word of God, dictated the 


action of the Thessalonians. 

1 Tim, 4:13.—“Till I come, give attend- 
ance to reading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine.” Three ministerial duties to which 
Timothy was urged to give attention— 
the reading, the exhortation, and \the 
teaching. (Note the definite articles, 
omitted in K.J.V.) ' There. can be no 
doubt thet it is the reading of Scriptures 
that is here in view, the other two fol- 
lowing from it. 

Verse 14.—“Neglect not the gift... 
given thee by prophecy, with the laying 
on of the hands of the presbytery.” Here 
are three actions: a divine action, be- 
stowing a “gift” for ministry; a cor- 
porate action, in which.the elders as a 
body recognize and solemnly set aside 
to the ministry a man manifestly chosen 
of God; and an individual action, making 
use of the divine enduement in faithful 
service. 

Verse 15.—“Meditate upon these things; 
give thyself wholly to them; that thy 
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profiting may appear to all.” First, 
meditation; then, ministry with utter 
abandon. Only-thus can a minister make 
progress in life and service. If there is 
no progress in the minister, there is 
not likely to be progress in the people. 

Verse 16.—“Take heed unto thyself, and 
unto the doctrine .. . both save thyself, 
and them that hear thee.” The minister, 
as well as his doctrine, must be sound: 
Unless a minister gives attention to his 
own Spiritual state, his teaching will 
contribute little to the saving of his 
hearers. 

2 Tim. 1:5.—“. . . unfeigned faith... 
first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy 
mother Eunice ... in thee also.” Tim- 
othy’s father was a Greek, and appar- 
ently a heathen (Acts 16:1-3), but the 
united prayers and efforts of his mother 
and grandmother bore fruit in the young 
man. 

Chap. 2:15.—“Study to shew. thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing .. .” For “study,” read, “be 
diligent.” The idea in “rightly dividing” 
is “cutting a straight line.” It is not 
so much skill] in fitting every text into 
its right category that is in mind here, 
but rather squarely fitting the life to 
the Scripture, dealing squarely and hon- 
estly with the “word of truth.” 

Chap. 3:14.—“. ». the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of .. .” . Timothy’s learnihg was not 
purely academic. It was learning with 
assurance. Paul was here referring to 
the basic piety which Timothy had 
learned from his mother and grand- 
mother, backed by their godly life. (The 
Greek translated “of whom” is plural, 
so cannot refer to Paul.) 


Verse 15.—“. . . from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures ... able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” The 
“scriptures” referred to are, of course, 
the Old Testament, but notice that the 
end of the Old Testament is “faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.” Timothy’s training 
in the ancient Scriptures was a great 
preparation for the Gospel. 

Verse 16.—“All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” “Given by 
inspiration of God” is one word in the 
Greek—God-breathed. That is whatmakes 
it profitable in so many directions. “Cor- 
rection” is getting things put straight. 
“Instruction” is child-training. 

Verse 17.—“That the man of God may, 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.” In the original, “perfect” 
is the adjective form, and “throughly 
furnished” a verbal form of the same 
word. In each case the idea is “fully 
equipped.” Here, then, is great empha- 
sis on the part played by the Scriptures 
in preparing a man for service. 

Heb, 4:12.—‘For the word of God is 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. July 11—Are We = eng | as 
Christians? 1 Corinthians 3:1-3; 


Ephesians 4:11-16; 2 Peter 1:5-8; 3:18 
Next Week’s Lesson 
4. July 25.—Growing Through Prayer. 
Psalm 46:10; Isaiah 40:30, 31; 
Luke 11:1-13; Philippians 4:6, 7; 
Hebrews 4:14-16 
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quick, and powerful . . . a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
“Quick” here means “living,” and “pow- 
erful” signifies “operative.” Its pene- 
trating power reaches the deepest secrets 
of man’s innermost being, and it imperi- 
ously sits in judgment on man’s thoughts 
and irfitentions, before these ever ex- 
press themselves in, action. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The one thing which the varied por- 
tions of our lesson have in common is 
their emphasis on the Word of God. 

The first portion, in Acts 17, draws a 
comparison between the Thessalonian 
-Jews and the Berean Jews, based upon 
their attitude to the Scriptures. The 
former were so confirmed in tradition 
and prejudice that they would not ad- 
mit even of an inquiry into the Gospel 
which Paul preached. The Bereans, on 
the other hand, Were open-minded, That 
does not mean that they would swallow 
everything offered to them. They rec- 
ognized a canon, a standard, the Holy 
Scriptures, and to the test of these they 
brought the “new” doctrine. It was a 
well guarded open-mindedness which 
made the Bereans “more noble.” 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
ETWEEN what two groups does Luke 
draw a comparison in Acts 17? 

2. What constituted the nobility of the 
Berean Jews? 

3. To what three ministerial duties 
does Paul urge Timothy to give atten- 
tion? 

4. What two exhortations did Paul give 
Timothy concerning his special “gift” 
for the ministry? 

5. How, according to Paul, is minis- 
terial progress made? 

6. What were the names of Timothy’s 
(1) grandmother, (2) mother? 

7. Why is Timothy’s father not in- 
cluded in the commendation with his 
grandmother and his mother? 

8. What boon has Timothy’s mother 
and grandmother conferred on him? 

9. What two passages in the New Tes- 
tament give the nearest to a formal 
statement regarding the inspiration of 
the Scriptures? 

10. What is the root sense of the 
phrase, “given by inspiration of God”? 

(Answers on page 567) 
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The second passage, 1 Timothy 4: 13-16, 
deals with the ministerial life and work 
and shows how vital a place the Word 


of God has in this sphere. Whether 
the “reading” of verse 13 refers to the 
reading of the Scriptures in the public 
service, or to the minister’s private read- 
ing, the Scriptures are definitely in mind 
as the matter to be read, as the basis 
for the exhorting and the teaching. 
Exhorting and teaching that are not 
grounded in the Word will have little 
authority, and little effect. See, too, 
the emphasis on the development of 
the minister himself, in regard both to 
his gift and to his character. Thorough 
preparation, constant discipline, and per- 
sonal progress are requirentents for ef- 
fective ministry, and these stem back to 
the minister’s relation to his Bible. 

The passages chosen from 2 Timothy 
continue the theme of the minister and 
his Bible. Blessed is the man who has 
the heritage of godly parents and has 
imbibed the Scriptures from childhood. 
And thrice blessed is he who carries his 
early reverence for the Word of God 
through all his days. For a man’s ap- 
provedness before God depends on the 
use he makes of the “word of truth.” He 
must first apply it to himself, gauging 
his life by it as men test a wall by a 
plumb line. Only the man who has 
profited by the teachings and reproofs 
and correctings and child-training of the 
Scriptures can wield them to like ends 
in the lives of others. 

Our last passage, Hebrews 4:12, should 
give great encouragement to those who 
handle the Word of God. The only 
thine to remember is that the Word is 
likened to a sword, not in the speed of 
its aetion, but in its penetrating quality. 
Sometimes the action is slow, like 
radium, or X ray, but it pierces to the 
hidden depths, until it lays bare the 
secret thoughts and inmost purposes of 
the heart, bringing them out to judg- 
ment. Men have set themselves up as 
cirtics of the Bible, but finally the tables 
turn, and the Bible. becomes the critic 
of men. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The Bible, the authority for belief 
(Acts 17:10-11) 

2. The Bible, the basis of ministry (1 
Tim. 4:13-16) 

3. The Bible, the instrument of develop- 
ment (2 Tim. 1:5; 2:15; 3:14-17) 

4. The Bible, the critic of men (Heb. 
4:12) 


Topics for Developrhent 

“Take Heed Unto Thyself.” In an 
ordination sermon preached in 1883, 
Bishop Lightfoot made the following 
comment on this pregnant phrase: “This 
first, and this last. This when you rise 
up in the morning, and this when you 
close your eyes et night; this when you 
enter the reading desk, and this when 
you stand by the sick man’s bed. Here 
is your phylactery. Bind it for a_sign 
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upon your hand, and write it upon the 
posts of your house.” In all Christian 
service there is danger of falling victim 
to the situation described in Song of 
Songs 1:6: “They made me the keeper 
of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard 
have I not kept.” The result is disas- 
trous. The one who neglects the vine- 
yard of his own soul is soon incapable 
of caring for the vineyard of the church. 
This task, requires. spiritual fitness, 
which is neither secured nor maintained 
without care and discipline. Moreover, 
where there is neglect of one’s own soul, 
the conduct is bound to deteriorate, un- 
til it is no longer in keeping with the 
profession or the witness. There is no 
greater hindrance to the testimony of 
the Gospel than when the Christian’s 
behavior does not match the words of 
his lips. The conduct and the teaching 
must correspond. We can all afford to 
learn, as Bishop Lightfoot says, to make 
this our “phylactery.” 

Mixed Marriage. Paul speaks in glow- 
ing terms about Timothy’s grandmother 
and mother (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15), but has 
not a word to say about his father. The 
only thing we are told about him is 
that he was a Greek (Acts 16:1-3)) How 
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a devout Hebrew girl came to marry a 
heathen Greek we do not know. Alex- 
ander Whyte, in his chapter on Lois and 
Eunice, imagines the struggle preceding 
the consent (“Bible Characters,” Vol. 
II, Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich...2 vols., $12.50), and the deter- 
minatior:of Lois and Eunice to make 
up to young Timothy for the ‘lack of 
a believing father. Certain it is that 
mother and child were both handicap- 
ped, the one in her teaching and the 
other in: his learning. A mixed mar- 
riage always puts a heavy burden on 
the believing party, and puts the chil- 
dren under the strain of conflicting 
ideals. No wonder God frowns on it. 
In the case of Timothy, the utter faith- 
fulness and prayerfulness of the mother 
prevailed, as I have seen it do in other 
cases. But few realize the strain of the 
struggle. , 


Practical Applications 

Open-mindedness is not indiscriminate 
acceptance of everything offered, but a 
willingness to bring everything pre- 
sented to the test of ultimate authority 
—the Word of God. 

We are so careful what we feed our 


THE REAL NOBILITY OF BEREA! 


*These were more NOBLE than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the WORD with all readiness of mind, and searc 
the SCRIPTURES daily, whether those things were so.” (acts i730 
Es IIr-3-54 
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body; are we as careful what we feed 
our mind? 

“Reading maketh a full man” (Bacon). 
If we give attention to reading, we shall 
have something to say by way of ex- 
hortation and teaching. 

Only progressing Christians can help 
others to progress. 

The God who breathed the Scriptures 
into existence can still breathe the truth 
into the hearts of men. 


Golden Text 

2 Tim, 3:16, 17.—“All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God ...” This and 
2 Peter 1:20, 21 are classic passages as 
coming nearer to a formal statement 
concerning inspiration than any other 
passage. It was from the Greek word 
translated “given by inspiration of God” 
in this verse that Gaussen drew the 
title for his great work on plenary in- 
spiration—“Theopneustia.” 1 Despite its 
age, this is still one of the foremost 
works on the subject. 





1 Published under the title, “The Inspiration 
of the Holy Scriptures,” by Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $3. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEstep HyMnNs 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life, Dear Lord, 
to Me” 
‘Take Time To Be Holy” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson——Holy and 
merciful Father whose Word is a lamp 
unto our feet and a light unto our path, 
make us thankful for its guidance and 
careful to live by its teachings. Bless 
our study here today and help us to be 
faithful in feeding on Thy Word every 
day that we might grow in trust, in 
obedience, in likeness to Christ, and in 
Christian usefulness. Awaken, cleanse, 
and empower Thy Church for her. task 
today. Bring all people to see that the 
one hope for our time is in returning 
to Thee. Hear us for the sick ones of 
our homes and for the burdened and 
tried in every place, that they may be 
dealt with by thee very mercifully. Speak 
to careless neglecters of Thy House, Thy 
Day, and Thy Book, that they may re- 
pent and trust themselves to Christ be- 
fore it is too late. Forgive us our lack 
of love to Thee and zeal in Thy service, 
and set our hearts aflame with devotion 
to Christ and His cause. Make us in 
everything more worthy of Him who 
died for us, and for His sake hear all 
our prayers and do what is best about 
all our needs. Amen. 


After the. Lesson.—The Bible is a 
priceless treasure, “the most valuable 
thing that this world affords,” as 
Britain’s young Queen was told when 
presented with a Bible at her crowning 
last year. There can be no successful 
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living of the Christian life without 
proper habits of Bible study. Today’s 
lesson holds a word that is the key to 
profitable Bible study. Paul tells Tim- 
othy to give attention to reading, and 
the most important Christian reading is 
certainly God’s Word. Then Paul says, 
“Meditate upon these things” (1 Tim. 
4:15). To meditate on God’s Word is 
the secret of getting the good out of it 
that we should. Meditation has the idea 
of getting into the middle of a thing. 
A Scottish minister once told of know- 
ing a humble Christian who “meditated 
through the Bible three times.” That 
is much more than reading it three 
times. Mere reading often just skims 





IN BIBLE STUDY 
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the surface. Meditation gets at the heart 
of God’s Word and puts it into our own 
heart. Only as we digest our food does 
it benefit the body, and only as we 
digest God’s Word in meditation does 
it benefit us. The Prophet Jeremiah 
once said, “Thy words were found, and 
I did eat them.” That is what we all 
should do with God’s Word—chew it 
thoroughly and inwardly digest it. One 
great Christian, speaking of concentrat- 
ing on the Word of God, said it produces 
the same result as focusing a magnify- 
ing glass on a piece of cloth. “When we 
fix our thoughts and heart toward the 
Sun of Righteousness, light and heat 
from that sun will fall on all the rub- 
bish of life and burn it. Everything 
against the will of God will be de- 
stroyed.” 

Such concentration requires time and 
quietness to ponder God’s Word un- 
hurriedly, and for most people the best 
time is in the morning. If you want a 
strong faith, a pure heart, a clear knowl- 
edge of God’s truth, comfort in sorrow, 
and a deep heart peace, feed on God’s 
Word daily, obey its teaching, and rest 
on its promises. Then you will surely 
be a growing and fruitful Christian. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 
“They received the word ... and 
searched the. scriptures .. .” (Acts 17: 


11).—To be reckoned noble by the Lord 
it is not necessary to be born into a royal 
family—be a Bible-believer and a Bible- 
searcher! What a revelation this is of 
the importance He attaches to the re- 
ception given His Word! 

We know that many of the Thessa- 
lonians received the Word, and received 
it “not as the word of men, ‘but as it 
is in truth, the word of God” (1 Thess. 
2:13); but the people of Berea, not only 
“received the word with all readiness 
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of mind,” but they also “searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so.” 

Some persons, instead of calling it 
nobility, would have termed the action 
of the Bereans shocking impertinence. 
With raised eyebrows they would ex- 
claim, “The very idea of those people 
checking up on the words of a special 
apostle like Paul!” 

This is another example of the truth 
of the Lord’s words that there is as 
much difference between His thoughts 
and ways and ours as there is distance 
between Heaven and earth (Isa, 55:9). 

One main reason for the existence of 
so much error in Christendom today is 
the lack of “Berearis” to check preachers’ 
messages with the Word of God. If only 
five or ten per cent of each congregation 
compared what they heard with the 
Word of God, and confronted the 
speakers with their findings, I believe 
many occupants of pulpits would either 
“preach the Word” or switch to selling 
‘insurance, real estate, or something else, 
They could not stand such an acid test. 
We praise God for all preachers and 
teachers who delight to have their 
hearers approach them with such ques- 
tions as, “Didn’t you say this?” And, 
“Doesn’t the Bible say that?” In so say- 
ing we do not mean to encourage carp- 
ing critics who make a. man a trans- 
gressor. for a word. But we do mean 
that preachers worthy of the name are 
delighted to discover “Bereans,” who 
receive the Word with all readiness of 
mind and who search the. Scriptures 
daily whether those things are so. To 
such persons, the Word of God is vital. 
It is their meat and drink! 

Two preachers were comparing notes 
and conferring with one another as to 
the .best method of effective preaching. 
“I always write my sermons said one, 
and then carefully revise them, so that, 
if anything is written calculated to of- 
fend any of my hearers, I may at once 
erase it.” Surprised, the other preacher 
asked, “Do you mean that forcible state- 
ments, either of your own or from the 
Scriptures concerning sin, and judgment 
to come, are either toned down or 
avoided?” “Yes,” was the reply, “if I 
think they will offend anyone, I do so.” 
The other answered, “The fear of man 
bringeth a snare, indeed!” 


“Till I come, give attendance to read- 
ing” (1 Tim. 4:13).—Copies of the Scrip- 
tures were not as plentiful then as now; 
so, in all likelihood, this “reading” was 
the public reading of the Scriptures 
when believers were assembled together. 
When the Apostle Paul arrived on the 
scene, Timothy could have the joy of 
hearing the Word through him; but in 
his absence, he must be diligent in read- 
ing the Word, and in exhorting and 
teaching others in regards to it. 

Our Lord has promised to come again, 
and when He does, we shall have the 
joy of hearing the Word from His mouth; 
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but until then, or until such time as we 
fall asleep through Him, we should give 
attendance to reading the Word. The 
Holy Spirit is our Guide and Teacher, 
but He will not read the Word for us. 
That we must do ourselves. ~ 

What Scriptures did Timothy have 
to read? The Old Testament, surely. Are 
we impartial in our reading? Do we 
read the Old, as well as the New Testa- 
ment? One person was heard to say, 


- “When I know enough about the New 


Testament, I will begin to read the Old!” 
Why not read it consecutively, as well 
as certain favored portions of it? 
Amos R. Wells says: 
You who like to play at. Bible, 
Dip and dabble, here and there, 
Just before you kneel, aweary, 
And yawn through a hurried prayer; 
You who treat the Crown of Writings 
As you treat no other book— 
Just a paragraph disjointed, 
Just a crude, impatient look— 
Try a worthier procedure, 
Try a broad and steady view; 
You will kneel in very rapture 
When you read the Bible through! 
“Meditate upon these things; give thy- 
self-wholly to them” (1 Tim, 4:15).— 
“It is not he that reads most, but he 
that meditates most on divine truth that 
will prove the choicest, wisest, strongest, 
Christian” (Bishop Hall). ’ 
“Meditation is that exercise of the 


‘mind by which it recalls a known truth 


—as some kinds of creatures do their 
food to be ruminated upon” (Bishop 
Horne). , 

“The art of meditation may be exer- 
cised at all hours, and in all places; and 
men of genius, in their walks, at table, 
amid assemblies, turning the ‘eye of the 
mind inwards, can form an artificial 
solitude; retire amidst a erowd, calm 
amidst distraction, and wise amidst folly” 
(Isaac Disraeli). 

“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God” (2 Tim. 3:16).—Both Old and 
New Testaments are God-breathed, and 
are profitable. Timothy knew the Holy 
Scriptures as a child. They made him 
“wise unto salvation.” His reading of, 
meditation on, and knowledge of the 
Scriptures made him an example to the 
believers, as a young man. It will be 
to our present good, and our eternal wel- 
fare to rightly divide the “word of 
truth.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if someone should pro- 

pose to you to leave off one of your 
three daily meals, you might object, 
though some people seem to find two 
meals a day quite enough. If your 
friend should ask you to leave off two 
meals a day I am sure you would stren- 
uously refuse; and if he should suggest 
cutting down to one meal a week you 
would say he was crazy—“plumb crazy!” 
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Yet it is quite possible that you may be 
doing for nourishment something far 
more foolish than that. Meat, vegetables, 
cereals, bread, and liquids nourish your 
body. Without these taken daily your 
body would weaken and die long be- 
fore its time. It will eventually die, 
sooner or later, anyway. But you have 
a soul (spirit) that will live forever, 
either in Paradise with God or in hell 
with the Devil. The Word of God 
plainly teaches this. 

God has graciously arranged that in 
this life your eternal soul may be pre- 
pared for eternity with Him. First, by 
the atonement of Jesus Christ as you 
accept Him for your Saviour. Then, by 
the daily nourishment of His Word 
which you get by reading the Bible. 
Your soul can no more do without feed- 
ing daily on God’s Word than your body 
can survive abstaining from food. There 
are some people who call themselves 
Christians whose only contact with the 
Word of God is hearing it read from the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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pulpit at the Sunday morning service, 
and even then, some—half asleep—get 
but a few crumbs. There are people 
rolling in physieal fat, walking about, a 
picture of prosperity, who are spiritual 
skeletons, doomed to the pangs of eter- 
nal starvation. 

That is not God’s plan. He created 
your soul to “hunger and thirst” for 
righteousness, and you may depend He 
never creates a need, but at the same 
time He places beside it in hand’s reach 
an abundant supply of the very element 
which satisfies that need. No circum- 
stances, no problem, no surprise, no op- 
portunity, no difficulty, no sorrow can 
come into the experience of a trusting 
servant of the Lord, but there is with 
perfect timing along with it our 
Heavenly Father’s provision for meeting 
it, solving it, gaining complete victory 
over it, and actually converting a liabil- 
ity into an asset. “My grace is sufficient 
for thee: for my strength is made per- 
fect in weakness,” the Lord said to Paul 
when he (Paul) was unable to pull the 
“thorn” out of his flesh. “Most gladly 
therefore,” said Paul, “will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

Now, fellows, all this is in God’s Word. 
You’ve got to reach in there and pick 
it up. You’ve got to feed upoh it. It 
contains the spiritually building vita- 
mins, infinitely processed, God placed, 
which are absolutely necessary for 
growth in your spiritual life, and with- 
out which you will become a walking, 
spiritual skeleton. The great pianist, 
Paderewski, said if he left off his daily 
finger exercises one day he felt its ill 
effects next day in his performance; if 


he left it off two days his intimate . 


friends noticed the difference; if he left 
it off three days his audience. discov- 
ered it. It is something like that when 
we allow anything preventable to inter- 
fere with our “daily portion” with God’s 
Word. A definite “Something” is there— 
God-provided, God-prescribed—to meet 
the unforeseen event of the day. It con- 
tains in it, the awareness, the wisdom, 
the strength, the endurance to cope with 
that circumstance like a man should, 
not to be upset by it, but to jump on 
it and whale the stuffin’ out of it. 

And, fellows, your Bible is the most 
up-to-date, down-to-the-minute piece of 
mews you can get. For instance, read 
the Psalms, where David calls down all 
kinds of curses and punishments on his 
enemies, and as you read, remember you 
do not have enemies like David had, but 
you do have enemies—deadly, devastat- 
ing enemies. They are the enemies of 
your soul; they are lust, dishonesty, re- 
sentment, anger, disobedience at home, 
at school, and on the highway. These 
things press in upon you on every side; 
they make you sin, they make you mis- 
erable; they make you know you are 
low down and unworthy—a nasty feeling. 

Take the Thirty-fifth Psalm, for in- 
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stance: “Plead my cause. O Lord, with 
them that strive with me: fight against 
them that fight against me.” (Think of 
the Lord God Almighty fighting your 
temptations for you! Isn’t that wonder- 
ful!) Read on through verses 2, 3, 4, 
and oh, just look at verses 5 and 6: 
“Let them be as chaff before the wind: 
and let the angel of the Lord chase 
them. Let their way be dark and slip- 
pery.” Think of it, fellows, “the angel 
of the Lord” chasing your temptations! 
Can’t you just see them dashing through 
the bushes to get away—from you! I 
think it is wonderful. I never have 
found anything so helpful—my tempta- 
tions running from me, chased by the 
angel of the Lord, and into the dark 
where it is “slippery”! It gives me a 
thrill to see them “slipping on their 
backs in the dark.” Glory hallelujah! 
Yes, fellows, the Bible is the very 
best counselor you can find, if you want 
to make good. ‘Read it through, pray 
it in, work it out, pass it on.” 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian'D. Gunderson 


INCE our lesson today is on “Grow- 

ing Through Bible Study,” I want to 
tell you about Wilbur Lee. He was only 
thirteen when the landslide occurred 
that slid his home one hundred feet 
down the hill and buried it under tons 
of earth and rocks, killing his four sis- 
ters and his next younger’ brother. Wil- 
bur was the only one in the house who 
was not killed that night. He lived long 
enough to tell his parents how rea] the 
Lord’s presence had been to each one 
of them in that dreadful time. 

In Wilbur’s last letter to his mother, 
written three days before the disaster, 
he wrote, “I read my Bible every day, 
and have done so since my birthday.” 
Wilbur liked to give out tracts. One 
day a man said to him, “Where will this 
ticket take me to?” And Wilbur an- 
swered, “To Heaven, I hope,” and 
walked on. 

Mr. and Mrs, Lee and their baby were 
in Calcutta when the landslide occurred. 
When they heard of the awful accident, 
they left immediately for the hospital 
where Wilbur had been taken. After 
talking with him about other things, his 
mother said, “How was it with you that 
night?” He answered: “Oh, Mamma! I 
know I have been converted, and that 
Jesus is my Saviour. I was not afraid 
to die. It has been a great blessing to 
me to help to take care of the children 
this summer. It has made me a better 
boy. It has been good for us all, for 
we have lived for and loved each other 
more than ever before.” 

Wilbur loved God’s Word. In addi- 
tion to reading it every day, he memo- 
rized many verses, Now that he was not 
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able to read it for himself, he asked his 
parents to read it to him. 


When they saw there was little hope . 


of Wilbur’s recovéry, his father said, “If 
you see your sisters before we do, give 
them our love!” “Yes, I will,” said the 
boy, “but why? Do you think I am 
going to die?” His mother said, “It looks 
as if the Lord may take you to Heaven 
soon.” “I wish you and Papa and Baby 
Frank could go, too!” exclaimed Wilbur. 

When his mother left the room, Wil- 
bur put his arms around his father’s 
neck and said, “Please go and comfort 


Mamma.” “What shall I say to her?” 
asked his father. “Tell her I am happy 
in Jesus.” And those were almost the 


last words he spoke. Not long after that 
he was welcomed into Heaven by his 
Saviour, to join his brother and four 
sisters already there. Wilbur was a 
growing Christian because he had loved 
and read his Bible. 

God counts love fer His Word a 
“noble” quality. Read Acts 17:10, 11. 
These two verses tell you why our 
ladies Bible class chose the name “Be- 
reans.” They want to be numbered 
among the noble ones who search the 
Scriptures daily, testing everything they 
hear in the light of God’s Word. 

The jname of Timothy is always asso- 
ciated in my mind with Bible study. 
Paul, Timothy’s father in Christ, con- 
stantly reminded him of the importance 
of reading God’s Word, thinking about 
it, and obeying it. Read 1 Timothy 4: 
13-16. Here Paul urges him to give 
attention to reading and also to meditate 
on what he reads—that means to think 
it over. He further says that if Timo- 
thy does this, his “profiting” or spir- 
itual growth may appear to all. The 
good effect of God’s Word on a person 
shines out to others and helps them, too. 

Now turn to 1 Timothy 1:5. Paul was 
persuaded that Timothy- had faith, as 
did his mother and grandmother. Where 
does faith come from? (‘Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” Rom, 10:17.) The Word of God is 
necessary to give faith in the first place, 
and it is just as necessary for spiritual 
growth in the person who has been 
saved. 

Read Paul’s advice to Timothy in 2 
Timothy 2:15. Here he is to study the 
Word of God to gain the Lord’s approval, 
so that his service would be according 
to God’s rules. What would you think 
of a carpenter who was so busy sawing 
and hammering that he had no time to 
look at the blueprint your folks had 
made of the cupboard they had hired 
him,to make? He would be certain to 
make mistakes, and most likely your 
family would fire him. Yet sometimes 
we think we are too busy to study God’s 
Word! If we don’t, we are certain to 
make mistakes even when we mean to 
serve Him. 


Next read 2 Timothy 3:14, 15. How 


long had Timothy known the Serip- 
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tures? (“From a child.”) He seems to 
have been saved through the Apostle 
Paul when in his teens, but his mother 
and grandmother had laid a good foun- 
dation for his future life by familiariz- 
ing him with the holy Scriptures from 
the time he was a child. God regards 
this as so important that He commanded 
His people to teach their children about 
Him daily. If some day you have chil- 
dren of your own, do not leave all their 
spiritual training to the Sunday school. 
Teach them every day from the Bible 
yourself. 


Now read verses 16, 17. Here we find 
four things listed for which the Word 
of God is profitable. What are they? 
I cannot think of anything in our be- 
liefs, or in our lives that is not covered 
by one of these four things. Can you? 
What is the purpose of God’s Word? 
(“That the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good 
works.”) Bible study will help us grow 
in the Christian life, and it will prepare 
us for all good works. Pretty important, 
isn’t it? 

As we read responsively the card, “The 
Christian Life,”1 notice particularly to- 
day the fifth question and answer. Ques- 
tion, “What must we have in order to 
grow?” Answer, “As newborn babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). 
Have you ever seen a hungry baby? 
‘He cries till he sees the bottle coming. 
Then he fairly puffs till he gets it into 
his mouth, then how contentedly he lies 
down to enjoy it! That is the way God 
wants us to desire His Word. 

Suppose we close our class today with 
a few moments of prayer, asking espe- 
cially that we may have a greater ap- 
petite for the Bible. This is absolutely 
necessary if we are to grow as we 
should. 





1Scripture catechism cards, “The Christian 
Life,” may be ordered from V. D. Gunder- 
son, Box 202, Ferndale, Wash., 20 cents per 
dozen, postpaid. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Bible. Helps Us To Grow 
(2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14-17) 


AVE your Bible open on the table 
at the Memory Verse, “Teach me 
thy way, O Lord; I will walk in thy 
truth” (Psa. 86:11). Clip a strip of paper 
over thati column with an opening cut 
to show only those words. After the 
children find it in their Bibles, make it 
a unison prayer. See how many differ- 
ent verses from the Bible pupils can 
give. 
Ask someone to look in- your Bible at 
2 Timothy 1:5 for a Bible family. Have 
there a picture of Timothy with his 
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mother and grandmother, or three flan- 
nelgraph figures to represent them. Tim- 
othy’s Jewish mother and grandmother 
taught him the Bible from the time he 
was a tiny child. His father was not a 
Jew and probably did not believe. 
Mother may be teaching Timothy the 
very verse we used for our prayer. She 
wanted her boy to grow up strong and 
fine like David who first made that 
prayer. Because Lois and Eunice and 
Timothy really wanted to know God's 
truth and do it, God sent them someone 
to tell them the mdst wonderful truth 
of all—about the Lord Jesus Christ. Then 
these Jews whd knew their Bible be- 
lieved in the Lord Jesus. 

It was Paul who came with this truth, 
and later Timothy went with Paul to 
tell others who had not yet heard. Some- 
times they were put in prison. One 
time when Paul was in prison and Tim- 
othy was out teaching new Christians 
how to grow, Timothy received a letter 
from Paul. Find what my Bible has 
at 2 Timothy 3:14. (If your Bible is 
not separated from 2 Timothy 1:5 by 
turning a page, the material for the 
1:5 reference may be given the refer- 
ence Acts 16:1. At 2 Timothy 3:14 have 
a picture of a man reading a scroll, and 
also a paper rolled for a scroll but now 
flat bearing a simplified form of the 
lesson verses.) Who will read from our 
scroll what Timothy is reading? 

To my dearly loved son; Timothy: 

I remember the real faith you had. 
Your, grandmother Lois had it first and 
your mother Eunice, and I am sure you, 
too, 

Keep on in the things you learned and 
believed. You know from whom you 
learned them. From the time you were 
a baby you knew the Holy Writings. 
They could make you wise to be saved 
through believing in Christ Jesus. 

Every part of the Bible is given by 
God. It is good for teaching, for tell- 
ing what is wrong, for setting things 
right, for training in doing right. With 
it God’s man has all he needs, ready for 
any kind of good work. 

APOSTLE PAUL. 


So Timothy had everything he needed 
to live by and to teach, in the Bible! 
Does the Bible have all a boy or girl 
needs to grow? (Show the measuring 
stick of the last lesson.) Someone look 
at Ephesians 6:1; another at Colossians 
3:9a. (At each reference have a paper | 
previously rolled with the words and 
reference.) Have you been letting God 
teach you, and have you been walking 
in these two truths of His, so that you 
have been growing up as a Christian? 
This week we will try to grow by read- 
ing the Bible ourselves. (Make a B 
on the measuring stick. Make a little 
scroll for each child to take home with 
seven references for daily Bible reading. 
Choose verses needed for growing on 
the part of pupils.) 

The story of Mary Jones, the Welsh 





566 (14), 


girl who earned money and then walked 
twenty-five ‘miles for a Bible, may be 
available in public library, Bible soci- 
ety material, or elsewhere, to tell the 
children. It is included in “The Bible 
—The Word of God” with figures for 
flannelgraph. (Child Evangelism Fel- 
lowship, International, Box 576, Pacific 
Palisades, Calif., or bookstores.) 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
If I Do Not Consult It?—All scripture 

is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteous- 

ness: that the man of God may be per- 

fect, throughly furnished unto all good 

works (2 Tim. 3:16, 17, Golden Text). 
What if I say— 

“The Bible is God's Holy Word, 
Complete, inspired, without a flaw”’— 

But let its pages stay 
Unread from day to day, 

And fail to learn therefrom God's Law; 
What if I go not there to seek 

The truth of which I glibly speak, 

For guidance on this earthly way,— 

Does it matter what I say? 

—Maud Frazer Jackson. 


“—Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. Prize illustration, 


Getting Beyond the Bible—Till I 
come, give attendance to reading (1 Tim. 
4:13). A story is told of a minister who 
taught an old man in his parish to read; 
he proved a proficient schelar. After 
the teaching had come to an end the 
minister was not able to call at the cot- 
tage for some time; and when he did, 
he found only the wife at home. “How’s 
John?” said he. “He’s canny, sir,” said 
the wife. “How does he get on with his 
reading?” “Nicely, sir.” “Ah! I sup- 
pose he will read his Bible very com- 
fortably now.” “Bible, sir! Bless you, 
he was out of the Bible and into the 
newspaper long ago!” There are many 
other persons who, like this old man, 
have long been “out of the Bible and 
into the newspaper.” They have for- 
saken the fountain of Living Waters, 
and have gone about among muddy 
pools to seek something which might 
slake their thirst—From Bible Expositor. 
Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Failing To Use God’s Provision.—Neg- 
lect not the gift that is in thee (1 Tim. 
4:14). A correspondent tells of a native 
minister who said, “I am not going to 
study for a sermon next Sunday. I shall 
let it be inspired entirely by the Holy 
Spirit.” When asked during the follow- 


ing week how the sermon went, the pas- 
tor said sadly: “Not very well. All 
the Holy Spirit said to me was, ‘Nicholas, 
you were lazy!”"—From Leslie D. 
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Weatherhead, in “City Temple Tidings.” 
Sent by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, Ont., 
Can. 


A Virtue Not To Be Despised.— 
Take heed .. . unto the doctrine; con- 
tinue in them (1 Tim. 4:16). That was 
a bright suggestion of a little boy who 
made the following answer to the ques- 
tion of a passer-by. Seeing the little 
fellow patting his father’s horse, which 
was standing in front of his house, the 
man asked, “Can your horse go fast, my 
boy?” “No, not very,” he replied, “but 
he can stand fast.” That is a virtue not 
to be despised in either a horse or a man 
—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


Mother’s Translation.—When I call to 
remembrance the unfeigned faith that is 
in thee, which dwelt first in thy grand- 
mother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; 
and I am persuaded that in thee also 
(2 Tim. 1:5). Four ministers were dis- 
cussing the merits of the various trans- 
lations of the Bible. One liked the King 
James Version best because of its simple, 
beautiful English. Another liked the 
American Standard Version best because 
it is more literal and comes neerer the 
original Hebrew and Greek. The third 
liked Moffatt’s translation best because 
of its up-to-date vocabulary. The fourth 
minister was silent. When asked to ex- 
press his opinion, he replied, “I like my 
mother’s translation best.” The other 
three expressed surprise. They won- 
dered what he was driving at. “Yes,” 
he replied. “Mother trans!-ted the Bible 
into everyday life, and it was the most 
convincing translation I ever saw.”— 
From Emergency Post. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Captured When Small.—And that from 
a child thou hast known the holy scrip- 
tures (2 Tim. 3:15). On the mantelpiece 
of my grandmother's parlor was an apple 
in a vial. It entirely filled the body of 
the bottle, and my childish wonderment 
constantly was, “How could it have got- 
ten there?” I climbed on a chair to 
see if the bottom would unscrew, if there 
had been a joint throughout the length 
of the vial. But neither of these proved 
to be the case, and the apple remained 
to me a mystery. One day walking in 
the garden, I saw it all. There on a 
tree in the garden, was a vial tiéi, and 
within it a tiny apple growing. The 


apple was put into the bottle while it’ 


was still small, and it grew there. So 
we must capture the boys and girls, 
introduce them to Christ, and let them 
grow up in Him. It is wonderful to be 
shut up in Him.—From Wonderful, Word. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


A Truthful Portrait—The word of 
God . . . is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart (Heb. 4:12). 
An elderly. gentleman who was very 
nearsighted prided himself on his ability 
as an art critic. On one occasion he was 
accompanying some friends through a 
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large gallery and was seeking to display 
his real or fancied knowledge of pic- 
tures to them. He had left his glasses 
‘at home, and was not able to see things 
very clearly. Standing before a large 


‘ frame, he began to point out the in- 


artistic features of the picture there re- 
vealed. “The frame,” he said, “is alto- 
gether out-of keeping with the subject, 
and as for the subject itself [it was that 
of a man], it is altogether too homely; 
in fact, too ugly, ever to make a good 
picture. It is a great mistake for any 
artist to choose so homely a subject for 
a picture if he expects it to be a master- 
piece.” The old gentleman was going 
on like this when his wife managed to 
get near enough to interrupt. She ex- 
claimed, “My dear, you are looking into 
a’ mirror,” and he was quite taken aback 
to realize that he had been criticizing 
his own face. Now the Word of God is 
such a mirror. It does not hide our de- 
formities. It shows us up just as we are. 
—From “The Unchanging Christ,” by the 
late H. A. Ironside. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ONG, long ago the Apostle Paul wrote 

two beautiful Letters to a young 
preacher friend of his. Those Letters 
have been kept for us in our Bible. 
They are known as the books of First 
and Second Timothy. Timothy was prob- 
ably just as delighted to receive those 
Letters as you are when the mailman 
brings a letter addressed to you! 


Almost at the very beginning of his 
Second Letter, Paul told Timothy of the 
delight that was his because Timothy 
had faith—faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his own Saviour. Then he reminded 
Timothy that he had had a very special 
privilege in having a mother (Eunice) 
and a grandmother (Lois) who also had 
put their trust in the Lord Jesus (2 Tim. 
1:5). Not all boys and girls are so 
blessed. 

Not only did Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother believe in the Lord Jesus, 
but Paul reminded him that they had 
very carefully taught the Scriptures to 
their little boy (3:15). What fun Timo- 
thy must have had when they brought 
down the Scriptures and taught him the 
meaning of what Moses and David and 
Isaiah had written! Remember: There 
was no New Testament then. And the 
Scriptures then did not look like our 
Bibles do now. They were written on 
scrolls, like this. [Note: Why not make 
a large scroll and print today’s Mem- 
ory Verse on it? Make smaller ones 
(using matchsticks)—one for each child. 
Dr, better still, let the children them- 
selves make them. Have the Memory 
Verses already typed or written on the 
little pieces of paper. Be sure that 
the sulphur ends of the matches are 
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broken off. Use Tri-Tix paste 1 and dab 
a little on each child’s stick. If you 
use the kind that comes in a tube, you 
won’t have any mess, but if some should 
get on the children’s hands or clothes, 
it rubs right off.] 

Timothy’s mother and grandmother 
knew that just as little boys have to 


have food to eat in order to grow, they- 


must—if they are to grow to be good, 
strong Christians—have Spiritual food. 
Maybe they even showed him that the 
Psalmist said that God’s Word is 
“sweeter also than honey” (Psa. 19:10). 
Perhaps he read for himself that Jere- 
miah had found God’s words and “did 
eat them” (Jer. 15:16). Yes, indeed, 
Timothy had known the Scriptures from 
the time he was a baby (2 Tim. 3:15, 
A.S.V.). And he loved God’s Word. 
But Paul cautioned Timothy that he 
was to “abide” (v. 14, A.S.V.) in the 
things he had learned. That means he 
was to live in them and do always that 
which was pleasing to God. And what 
Paul wrote to Timothy is also meant for 


us today. But never will you grow to. 


be the kind of man that Timothy was 
unless you study God’s Word as Timothy 
did when he was your age. 

It may be that you and your mother 
and father have not been studying God’s 
Word together each day. Oh, what a 
good time you are missing! Do you, 
know what you could do? Starting to- 
day, right after dinner you could say 
to Mother and Daddy, “If I may be ex- 
cused; I'll go get our Bibles. Then, 
Daddy, would you read some of it to ys? 
When you are finished, each of us can 
pray out loud, taking turns. Could we 
do that, Daddy, please? And couldn’t 
we do that every evening? Maybe we 
can have contests sometimes and see 
who can answer the most questions from 
the chapter that is read. Please may we 
have Family Worship every day? Then 
we can be like Timothy’s family.” 

I believe that if you ask Daddy just 
like that, he’ll be happy to have a family 
like Timothy’s! 

Among Us Teachers: If you followed 
last week’s suggestion and purchased 
the series entitled “Learning To Grow 
the Bible Way,” 2 you will want to use 
Lesson 4 today. In the lesson there is 
a decided contrast drawn between young 
Timothy and the little children who 
mocked Elisha and called him a “bald 
head” (2 Kings 2:23-25). How important 
it is, too, for our children to learn that 
sin must be punished! Did you notice 
that though they were only “little chil- 
dren,” God permitted forty-two of 
them to be torn by two bears? God 
hates sin! Oh, let’s impress this truth 
oh our children! 





1 May be obtained from your church supply 
house. ; 

2 Available at Christian bookstores, or from 
International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
P.O. Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $3.10. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 561) 

1. The Jews of Thessalonica and the 
Jews of Berea (Acts 17:10, 11). 

2. Open-mindedness within the author- 
ity of the Scriptures. 

3. The reading (of the Scriptures), the 
exhortation, and the teaching (1 Tim. 
4:13). 

4. Not to neglect it (1 Tim. 4:14), and 
to stir it up (2 Tim. 1:6). ' 

5. Meditation, and self-abandonment 
(1 Tim. 4:15). . 

6. (1) Lois, (2) Eunice. 

7. He was a Greek (Acts 16:1-3), and 
apparently an unbeliever. 

8. Instructing him in the Scriptures 
(Old Testament) from childhood (2 Tim. 
3:14, 15). 

9. Second Timothy 3:16, 17 and 2 Peter 
1:20, 21. 

10. “God-breathed.” 

ELMuurst, ILL. 
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Children at Home 
Better Than the Beach ’ 


A true story of people known to the writer 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


“Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is” (Heb. 10:25). 


ICKIE DUNCAN was only seven 

years old, but every morning as 
soon as breakfast was over he ran out- 
side to play with the other boys in the 
neighborhood. Sometimes they played 
in the near-by woods, more often they 
would play ball on the school grounds 
a little way up the road. All summer 
long Dickie played outdoors, but the 
greatest treat of the summer was when 
his folks took him to the beach! He 
loved to run on the smooth sand. He 
hunted for pretty shells’ He made 
castles in the sand. He paddled in the 
water and tried to swim. Dickie wished 
he could go to the beach évery day, but 
since it was many miles away, he only 
got to go three or four times in the 
whole summer. 

One bright morning, a young lady 
Miss Dorothy, called at Dickie’s home. 
She told his mother that she was going 
to have a Vacation Bible School in the 
community, and asked her if she would be 
willing for her children to come. Mrs. 
Duncan answered: 

“My girl might have gone, but she 
is away spending a couple of weeks with 
her grandmother. I’m sure my boy 
wouldn't care to go. Dickie just loves 
the outdoors. I never see him from 
morning till night all summer,” 

Miss Dorothy d: “We are going 
to have story time outdoors under the 
trees, if it stays as nice as it is now. 


| 
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Are you willing for Dickie to come if 
he wants to?” 

“It’s all right with me if he wants 
to,” said Mrs. Duncan, “but I don’t think 
he'll stay long. He’s always on the go.” 

Miss Dorothy went to the school 
grounds where the boys were playing. 
“I’m going to be out here for a few 
days,” she said pleasantly, “and/I know 
some good stories. Would you like to 
sit down in the shade and listen to one?” 
The boys were hot and tired, so after 
exchanging looks which meant, “If we 
don’t like it, we can run off,” they sat 
down. Miss Dorothy told them about 
three boys thrown into a burning, fiery 
furnace, and then she invited them to 
Bible School the next day to hear an- 
other story. She said, “If the sun is 
shining we will have the story out un- 
der the trees:’” The boys, including 
Dickie, decided to come. : 

Dickie and his friends came to Bible 
School every morning, and for the first 
time in his life Dickie heard the story 
of the Lord Jesus. One morning Miss 
Dorothy said, “If any of you children 
would like to take the Lord Jesus as ’ 
your Saviour, stay a few minutes after 
the rest go, so I can be sure you under- 
stand what it means.” Dickie stayed. 
That day he asked the Saviour to come 
into his heart, and to wash away all his 
sins. He went home happier than he 
had ever been before in his short life. 

Before the Bible School ended, Miss 
Dorothy taught the children the Bible 
verse which says, “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is” (Heb. 10:25). She 
said: “The Lord Jesus does not want 
you to forget Him as soon as Bible 
School is ended. Some children forget 
Him and stop coming to learn about 
Him and that makes Him sad. He died 
on the cross sd that you might go to 
Heaven. Do not disappoint Him. Go to 
Sunday school every Sunday to learn 
more about Him.” 

Dickie, and the other children who 
had been saved, started to Sunday school 
and learned more and more about Jesus. 
And Dickie tried to please his Saviour 
by being more helpful and obedient at 
home. He came to Sunday school every 
Sunday, even though no one else in his 
family was interested in the things of 
the Lord. 

One evening at suppertime, Dickie’s 
father said, “How would you like to go 
to the beach tomorrow?” 

“Oh, can we!” exclaimed Dickie. 
“Hurray, hurray,” and he almost jumped 
up from the table in his excitement. 
That evening Dickie got out his swim- 
ming trunks, his toy boat, his sand pail 
and shovel, and he could think of noth- 
ing else but the wonderful trip to the 
beach the next day. ~ 

The pext morning they were off early, 
just stopping long enough to pick up 
Dickie’s aunt and cousins who lived a 
few miles nearer to the water. The 
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uncle had to work, but said he would 
come out to the beach as soon as he 
got done and would stay until they came 
home. The children talked happily 
about all the fun they would have at the 
beach, and at last they were there. With 
a whoop of delight Dickie and his cousins 
raced across the sand. The y had been 
told now to go swimming ‘till later in 
the day, but they could dig in the sand, 
wade, and run along the beach. After 
a while the cousins decided to make a 
castle. Dickie went back to the car to 
get his shovel and pail. He heard his 
aunt. say, “I wish we could manage to 
come a different day than Sunday—the 
beach gets so crowded as the day goes 
on,” 

“Sunday!” Dickie had never once re- 
alized that this was Sunday. Why, he 
should be at home in Sunday school!” 

Dickie went. over to his father. “I 
didn’t know this was Sunday,” he said; 
“I must go to Sunday school!” 

“Not today,” said Mr, Duncan: “You 
can go next Sunday, if you want to.” 

“But the Lord Jesus wants us to go 
every Sunday,” said Dickie earnestly. 
“I must go today, too.” 

“Don’t be ridiculous,” said his father. 
“Your Sunday school is more than thirty 
miles away. It is impossible for you to 
go today. Run away and play.” 

But Dickie did not go. He started to 


_ ery. “The Lord Jesus wants me to go 


to Sunday school today. He died for me. 
I don’t want to disappoint Him.” 

His father stared at him. Then he re- 
membered how much better Dickie had 
behaved since he started talking about 
the Lord Jesus. “It really means some- 
thing to him,” he thought. 

Dickie was crying in good earnest 
now. “For goodness’ sake,” said Dickie’s 
aunt, “if any of my kids were that crazy 
about Sunday school, I’d sure take them! 
I think Sunday school is good for kids, 
but mine don’t care too much about it.” 

“Look here, Dick,” said his father. “If 
I take you back to Sunday school, we 
don’t come back to the beach today— 
understand?” 

“Yes,” said Dickie. 

“Would you really rather go back to 
Sunday school and miss the whole day 
at the beach? Think twice before you 
answer, because most likely we won't 
come out again this summer.” 

“I would rather go to Sunday school,” 
said Dick, “because I don’t want to dis 
appoint ‘the Lord Jesus.” 

Mr. Duncan looked at his wife, “It 
looks as if you'll have to take him 
home,” said Mrs. Duncan. “But Mollie 
won’t want to go.” 

“Oh, you and Mollie stay here,” said 
the aunt quickly. “We mustn’t spoil the 
day for the other kids. My husband 
will gladly run you home when he takes 
us.” 

So. Dickie went back home with his 
father, He hated to miss a day at the 
beach because he thought that was the 
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best fun in the world, but he loved the 
Lord Jesus more, 

Although Dickie’s Sunday school did 
not start till eleven o’clock, he was a 
little late, but he smiled all over as 
he said to his teacher, “I was out at the 
beach, but I remembered that verse, ‘Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is,’ and 
I finally got here.” 

Mr. Duncan could not forget that his 
little boy had chosen Sunday school in- 
stead of ‘a day at the beach. He decided 
to go to church himself to see what it 
was all about. Dickie’s mother and sis- 
ter went, too. * 

When Miss Dorothy came back the 
next summer Dickie said, “I didn’t for- 
get about the Lord Jesus. I go to Sun- 
day school every Sunday. Now every- 
body at our house loves the Lord Jesus.” 

Dickie’s Sunday school teacher told 
Miss Dorothy the story I have just told 
you. She said, “So Dickie helped all his 
family to get saved because he loves 
the Lord Jésus better than the beach.” 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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“Delivered From 
Christian Science” 


HE two articles on Christian Science 

by Mrs. May Humphrey Pease, which 
were published in THe SunpAY ScHOoOoL 
Times May 23 and May 30, 1953, have 
now been combined and reprinted in a 
24-page booklet. These tell of the con- 
version of a friend of the author’s, her 
deliverance from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her 
in winning others to Christ. 

Copies of the -booklet may be ordered 
at 10 cents each, 50 cents for six, 90 cents 
a dozen, $3.50 for 50, and $6 per hundred, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5, 

we 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Protestant Christian Evidences, By 
Bernard Ramm. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$3.50.). The various types of evidences— 
prophecy, ‘miracle, Christian experience, 
the character of Christ, His resurrection, 
and the character of the Bible—are pre- 
sented against the background of con- 
temporary antisupernaturalism. If it be 
\asked, “Why «another volume on evi- 
ences?” the answer ‘must be, “The bat- 
tleground constantly changes and the 
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Christian must persist in pressing the 
claims of Christ wherever His truth is 
denied.” Dr. Ramm’s evidences are up- 
to-date, true to the Scriptures, and 
clearly presented. He has a good grasp 
of the subject. 

A few errors, however, have crept in 
and should be corrected in any subse- 
quent edition. For example, in two sep- 
arate footnotes Sidney Hook is called 
Sidney Hood (pp. 56, .66); and the vol- 

me, “Readings in Philosophical Analy- 
sis” is incorrectly styled “Readings in 
Philoséphy” (p. 56). An index is unfor- 
tunately lacking. The volume has the 
distinction of having received the first 
award in the Moody Press textbook com- 
petition. 

Missionary Education in a _ Baptist 
Church. By Dorothy A. Stevens. (Judson 
Press, Philadelphia 3; $1.50, paper; $2.50, 
cloth.) Dr. Dorothy A. Stevens is the 
editor of Missionary Education Publica- 
tions of the Board of Education and Pub- 
lication. of the American Baptist Con- 
vention. She has written this practical 
handbook to help church leaders intro- 
duce and maintain a missionary educa- 
tion program. Methods, tried and proved, 
are suggested in great number. Making 
children, youth, and adults “missions” 
conscious will become an easier task for 
the pastors and their helpers who study 
and apply the ideas presented herein. 
Although written particularly for Bap- 
tist churches, any denominational group 
can make use of these basic instructions, 
The subjects of missions and missions 
projects in conjunction with church serv- 
ices, Sunday schools, young people’s 
meetings; special missionary meetings, 
missionary reading programs; the creat- 
ing of awareness and interest at home 
in the family; all are helpfully discussed 
by this author whose background and 
experience enable her to speak with 
authority and understanding. The 
reader should understand, however, that 
the organizations and books mentioned 
in this book are not necessarily wholly 
recommended. 


The Hand of God and Susie. By J. C. 
Brumfield. (Van Kampen Press, Whea- 
ton, Ill., $1.) The evangelistic message 
in every broadcast of the Radio Kids 
Bible Club has created a demand for 
more of its Susie stories in book form. 
Hence this new volume, the first chap- 
ter of which finds Susie and Johnny 
persuading Whitney to come clean in 
his stand for Jesus. The second offers an 
“electric” thriller, as God lays a very 
real hand on Spike, the wire-cutter. As 
the story moves on, Spike’s life is saved, 
this time by Whitney, who leads him to 
the Lord. Then Susie learns why God 
sometimes answers prayer with a “No;” 
What happens when the little girl is 
actually kidnaped gives the volume four 
more exciting chapters. Then Spike gets 
a scare that boosts him further along 
the narrow way. Last of all,. defiant 
Butch earns the wages of sin, but is 
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finally constrained to accept God’s gift 
of eternal life as Susie and Johnny 
visit him—in jail. It goes without say- 
ing that the Susie books are a must in 
the Christian Sunday school] library. 


Captain Daley’s Crew in Danger. By 
Craig Massey. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.) It was mis- 
sionary Bob White’s idea to take Cap- 
tain Daley’s Sunday school class of boys 
to Hard Times Valley to help finish the 
log cabin church. The trip proves a 
corking success, but the party arrives 
just in time to see the new church on 
fire. Heroic work saves it, and a foot- 
print offers a clue to the vandals. In an 
abandoned house near by the boys find 
hidden dynamite, and are ordered off 
the place by Hank Growler. Follows 
a fishing spree when a champion pike 
is almost landed and Pudge acquires a 
pet skunk. But why the wavering light 
on the dam at night? An exploration 
trip the next day turns up a rubber 
heel that fits the footprint. When the 
church is dbout to open, Hank and his 
cronies give “their last warnin’,” and on 
their way out, tangle with Pudge’s 
skunk. The heavens weep copiously 
when two of the boys at last unravel 
the dam mystery and pull out the dyna- 
mite fuse. But the greatest thrill of all 
is the way God’s Spirit comes down to 
bring guilty Hank and others to re- 
pentance. 


Hebrews: The Epistle of Warning. By 
John Owen (Kregel Publications, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $3.) A condensation of 
Owen's original work, the present volume 
expounds each verse of the Epistle in a 
thorough manner. He interprets the 
“apostasy” passages in the light of the 
security of the believer, and finds in the 
Gospel and the church a complete ful- 
fillment of the “new covenant.” His 
style is homiletic, in that the teachings 
of most of the verses are outlined. The 
years that have passed since Owen wrote 
have not outmoded his method of ex- 
position or the truths that are here pre- 
sented reverently and clearly. 


The New Testament: An Historical and 
Analytic Survey. By Merrill C, Tenney, 
Ph.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $5.50.) The general plan 
of this scholarly volume is to give the 
historical and geographical, background 
of the New Testament, a summary of the 
contents and outline of every book, and 
brief biographies of all the human 
writers. It does more than that, for 
there are sections devoted to Judaism, the 
life of Christ, the Apostle Paul’s mission- 
ary journeys, the early church, a par- 
ticularly valuable chapter’ on “The 
Canon of the New Testament”; and many 
very useful maps, charts, and tables. , In 
fact, Dr. Tenney, who is dean of the 
Graduate School at Wheaton College, 
has packed into this one volume a sur- 
prising amount of material which will 
be valuable to Sunday school and Bible 
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School teachers and pastors in teaching 
‘any part of the New Testament. 

For instance, Dr, Tenney gives inter- 
esting glimpses of the Roman Empire, 
the Jewish State and society, and the 
principal heathen philosophies. In his 
chapter on “Judaism,” he discusses its 


origin, theology, temple, synagogue, 
sacred year, educational system, litera- 
ture, and sects. His book studies usually 
give the background, content, ‘outline, 
and evaluation; with details on the 
author, date, place, and characters, where 
these are needed. His outlines are de- 
tailed and clear, having as many as 
seven main points with many subdivi- 
sions in the case of Romans. It is not 
the author’s purpose to expound the New 
Testament books verse by verse, or to 
attempt to explain difficult passages. 
Some noteworthy passages, among many, 
are his discussion of the relation of 
James and Galatians, his argument that 
the person of Christ is the key to the 
Book of Revelation, his reasons why the 
Apocalypse now seems less apocalyptic 
than it did to our forefathers, and his 
explanation of how the inspiration of 
the New Testament books can be dem- 
onstrated. There are four “Indices”: of 
persons, subjects, places, and texts, 
which of course are a great help to the 
student. 

Here and there are expressions which 
might lead some readers to think that 
Dr. Tenney overstresses the human 
authorship of the books; but he repeat- 
edly shows that he believes in the full 
inspiration of all the New Testamént 
books and gives strong arguments for 
it in his concluding chapter on the 
Canon. It is clear that this volume can 
only be the fruit of many years of re- 
search and labor, and all who own a 
copy will be grateful to Dr. Tenney for 
this contribution to the study of the New 
Testament. 


The Reference Passage Bible: New 
Testament. Compiled and arranged by 
I. N. Johns. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$6.95.) What pastor or Sunday school 
teacher has not been conscious of the 
time-consuming effort of thumbing back 
and forth through the Bible to locate the 
full text of cross references, or to com- 
pare the events in the life of our Lord 
that are related in more than oné Gos- 
pel? To all such “The Reference Pas- 
sage Bible” will be a tremendous help 
and time-saver in the preparation of 
sermons, Sunday school lessons, and the 
like. Instead of having marginal refer- 
ences shown inja center column, the full 
text of all marginal .references is printed 
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in smaller type on the same page where 


the original verse appears. Thus all the. 


Scriptures along one line of thought 
are grouped together to be read and com- 
pared. Although prepared to cover, 
without comment, the text of the New 
Testament only, wherever the marginal 
references include Old Testament verses, 
these are printed in full just the same 
as’ New Testament verses. 

Another valuable feature is the print- 
ing of the Gospels in four parallel 
columns with the events in chronological 
order, so that, at a glance, one may tell 
whether or not the event that one is 
studying in one Gospel is repeated in 
any of the others, and thus all, of the 
details may be compared. This arrange- 
ment gives, in effect, a complete har- 
mony of the four Gospels. The remainder 
of the New Testament books are printed 
in their consecutive order, with the same 
plan of showing the full text of all mar- 
ginal references, 

A complete index of topics arranged 
in chronological order is included, as 
well as an alphabetical index of topics. 
There is also a brief study of the life 
of Christ with six maps that trace the 
journeys the Lord made during the vari- 
ous periods of His earthly, ministry. The 
Scripture text used throughout is the 
King James Version. Although the first 
edition of this book was published many 
years ago, this reprint edition will be 
welcomed enthusiastically by old friends 
and new, and the Moody Press is to be 
congratulated for making this very use- 
ful tool once more available. 


Introductory Hebrew Grammar. By 
R. Laird Harris, Ph.D. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans ‘Pub: Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$2.50); and Grammar of the Hebrew 
Language. By G. Douglas Young, Ph.D. 
(Zondefvan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 


' Mich., $4.) Until recently it was difficult 


to find a good beginner’s book for the 
study of the original language of most 
of the Old Testament. The lover of the 
Bible, therefore, will rejoice at the ap- 
pearance of’ two-excellent helps in this 
field. While the books differ consider- 
ably in their method and approach, 
either one will prove extremely useful. 
If a man is naturally gifted in languages, 
Professor Young’s book will perhaps 
give him the quickest entrance into He- 
brew. The average student will find 
Dr. Harris’s especially helpful, for it is 
so clearly written and has such a fine 
pedagogical method that even the per- 
son with little or no language ability 


' ghould be able, with itg help, to get a 


sound grasp of the fundamentals of He- 
brew and eventually to become a good 
student of the Old Testament in the 
original languages. Both books deserve 
high recommendation, 


A Call to the Unconverted. By Rich- 
ard Baxter. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand “Rapids 6; $2.) This reprint 
classic is a series of seven messages, all 


‘or dependable.” 
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based upon the great appeal of Ezekiel 
33:11, “Say unto them, As I ‘live, saith 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live: turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for 
why will.ye dig, O house of Israel?” 
In December, 1657, Richard Baxter 
wrote the preface to this book, summar- 
izing the argument of the book. This 
is indeed a classic and a most complete 
and exhaustive exposition and explana- 
tion. It would seem that no sinner 
could ever read the inspired words of 
this ancient saint regarding the com- 
passion of Christ without turning to 
Christ and accepting His offer of grace. 
Every evangelist, and every preacher 
with a desire to be evangelistic, should 
study and absorb the pleadings and the 
logic of this book. 


yw 
The New Davis Bible Dictionary 


(Continued from second page) 


torial by saying, “Evangelical Christians 
have cause to rejoice that the last sound 
edition of the Davis Bible Dictionary has 
been reprinted.” He further said: “The 
book is a veritable arsenal of ammuni- 
tion against the destructive theories of 
the higher criticism.” He gave two 
paragraphs to contrasting the older 
edition and the new one published in 
1944, called “The” Westminster Diction- 
ary of the Bible,” referring to the review 
of this latter edition in THe Sunpay 
Scnoot Times (Feb. 3, 1945), and said 
that “the book was no longer consistent 
Finally he wrote: 

“It is, consequently, with much rejoic- 
ing that the Christian world can now be 
informed that the Baker Book House of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., has issued a photo- 
lithic reprint of the fourth edition of the 
Davis Bible Dictionary, reproducing un- 
changed the solid and dependable mate- 
rial which Davis prepared in 1924.” 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, July 18 


2. I Will Be Loyal 
(Matt. 26:31-45) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second in the series of two topics 

on “Essential Christian Virtues” deals 
with a quality that does not stand alone. 
We cannot just be loyal. We must be 
loyal to some thing or some one. The 
word “loyal” comes from the same root 
as do our words “law” and “legal,” and 
carries the original thought of faithful- 
ness to the lawful government, or to 
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the sovereign to whom one is subject. 
Therefore, when we say, “I will be 
loyal,” the natural question is, “Loyal to 
what?” 

we 


A wide variety of things lay claim to 
our loyalty—such things as -family, 
friends, school, our employer, our 
church, and the like. Normally, loyalty 
in each of these directions is indeed a 
commendable and essential Christian 
virtue. But we should also see that such 
loyalties are also conditional. To merit 
our loyalty, a person or thing must be 
true and right and good. For example, 
it is difficult to be loyal to a friend who 
repeatedly is rude or unkind, or whose 
conduct is consistently such that we can- 
not approve as right. Loyalty to a 
school or a teacher whose teaching is 
knowingly subversive is not to be ex- 
pected. Likewise, blind loyalty to a 
church or denomination that officially 
has denied the fundamentals of. the 
Christian faith cannot be defended. 


However, there are two directions in 
which our loyalty need never be condi- 
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tional. Loyalty to Christ and to His 
Word are basic. Nothing that we can 
ever find in or experience with the Lord 
Jesus can ever make Him unworthy of 
our highest loyalty and faithfulness. 
Loved ones may fail us, friends may 
prove untrue, but He never fails. He is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever, 
and any confidence and trust that we 
may place in Him will never be mis- 
placed. 

Likewise, the Word of God is true and 
perfect. It is changeless. It is settled 
forever in Heaven (Psa. 119:89). There- 
fore, we may put our full trust in it. 
Hence, these two loyalties become the 
standards by which all other loyalties 
must be measured. Where there is con- 
flict between loyalty to Christ and the 
Word and loyalty to any other person 
or thing, then the other person or thing 
must be yielded, if we are to be truly 
loyal Christians. 

we 


We shall never go wrong in our 
loyalties if we will first determine 
what God’s Word has to say to us 
and then to the best of our ability de- 
termine what God would have us do. 
You will remember that some of the 
Pharisees and Herodians tried to trap 
the Lord Jesus on a question of con- 
flicting loyalties (Matt. 22:15-22). They 
asked Him whether or not it was lawful 
to give tribute to Caesar, the Roman 
ruler who had conquered Palestine and 
occupied it. Had He merely said yes, 
it was lawful, these men would have 
discredited Him with the people on the 
ground of disloyalty to ‘the Jewish 
nation. Had He said no, it was not law- 
ful, then they would have reported Him 
to the Roman authorities as disloyal to 
Rome. But the Lord Jesus saw through 
their device and asked to be shown a 
piece of the tribute money. When they 
produced it, He asked whose image was 
stamped upon the one side. They said, 
of course, “Caesar’s.” It is thought that 
on the opposite side of the coin there 
was a reproduction of the Temple at 
Jerusalem. In any event, the Lord Jesus 
said to them, “Render therefore unto 
Caesar the things. which are Caesar’s: 
and unto God the things that are God's.” 
Thus He completely confounded them. 

we ‘ 

To His own disciples, you will re- 
member, the Lord Jesus said, “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). Here is 
the solution for each of us in this mat- 
ter of loyalty. If we first give to Christ 
and to His Word our full loyalty and 
devotion, then all other loyalties will 
fall into their rightful‘ place. There 


will be many that can and should re- 
main, but there will be some supposed 
loyalties that will have to go when we 
put Christ first in all that we do and say 
and think. Are you willing to do this? 
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HAS GOD CALLED YOU? 

@ Consecrated single women 
= doctors, nurses, teachers are 

urgently needed in India and Japan 
7 to work among women and children 
through our hospitals, orphanage, res- 
cue home and Bible training schools. 

Our Seciety, founded in 1860 is 
undenominational, evangelical. We wel- 
come your prayerful support. 

Write for free literature. 

WOMAN'S UNION MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


OF 
45 Astor Place, Room 316 
New York 3, W. V. 










Children! Children! — Children! 
“. . . of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
Without Christ, what kind of men would they be? 
The Home of Onesiphorus 1s oy! for 
destitute, homeless children in its Bible 
Homes, and training Chinese in 

the Hong Kong Mission School, under 
God making fruitful men for Christ. 
By your prayers and thoughtfulness 
you can help 

MAKE BOYS INTO MEN FOR CHRIST 


For information write today to * 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 12 to 18 


Mon.—Psalm 119:161-168. 
A Definite Plan. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNs: “Seven times a 
day do I praise thee becauge of- thy 
righteous judgments.” God-conscious 
people will be God-seeking people. And 
they will usually help themselves to be 
regular and faithful in their times of 
devotion. David sought the Lord with 
all his heart. He doubtless observed 
more than the time of the morning and 
evening sacrifices. Before meals and 
upon. rising and retirement, which may 
be added to the above, indicate, pos- 
sibly, his “seven times a day.” If you 
live by such a good rule, your soul will 
never be cool toward God. %Pray for 
Wheaten College, Wheaton, Ill. 


Tues.—Psalm 119:129-136. 
Knowing the Scriptures. 
Prayer Succestions: “The entrance of 
thy words giveth light; it giveth under- 
standing unto the simple.” If we open 
our hearts to the Word, the Word will 
fill them .with holy knowledge. It is 
not the Word on the table, but the Word 
that has had “entrance” into the heart 
that imparts the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God. Many people go 
through the Bible, but it is better, far 
better, to have the Bible go through the 
people. Pray for Bryan University, Day- 
ton, Tenn. 
Wed.—1 Timothy 4:12-16. 
The Habit of Meditation. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Give attendance 
to reading . . . meditate upon these 
things; give thyself wholly to them; that 
thy profiting may appear to all.” 
Preachers first, and all other servants 
of Christ, should read, notice, and in- 
wardly digest the Scriptures. Failure in 
Christian life and work is certain for 
those who do not “mediate day and 
night” (Psa. 1). 
have their place; but that place is, at 
best, second to the Word of God. The 
Bible is the best sermon, and the Spirit 
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TODAY, more than ever before — 
Jewish people are hearing the 
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TO ISRAEL 


@ our quarterly publication, Message to Israel 
@ our “Spiritual Window Shopping Center” in the Broax 


@ ovr personal calls in Jewish homes 


@ our moil contects and Prophecy Edition New Testoments 
We solicit your prayerful interest —that 
Jews may be reached and won for Christ. 
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Books on the Bible, 


of God the best preacher, and the hearer 
that wants chiefly the truth of God is 
the best hearer. If you quote the Scrip- 
tures you quote the best Author. His 
Word doeth good like a meditine, Pray 
for Korea. 


Thurs.—Psalm 119:89-96. 
Enjoying the Bible. 
PRAYER. SUGGESTIONS: “Unless thy law 
had been my delights, I should then 
have perished in mine affliction.” The 
Psalmist possibly refers to the days of 
his youth. It is said that at a very early 
time in his life, David wrote, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God.” It 
may have been then that this “young 
man” cleansed “his way by taking heed 
thereto according to [the] . . . word.” 
If you don’t enjoy the Bible you will 
certainly never find anything else in 
time, or in eternity, that you will enjoy. 
Pray for the children of Christians in 
high schools, colleges, and universities. 


Fri.—Isaiah 51:4-8. 
Mind and Heart Together. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Hearken unto 
me, ye that know righteousness, the peo- 
ple in whose heart is my law.” The 
Word of God in the head is good: but 
the Word of God in the heart is better. 
Many in the lost world remember Scrip- 
ture, who were never profited inwardly 
by the Scriptures. It is the Word ap- 
plied that is needed; but even then, 
unless it is heeded, it will be far less 
than is needed ‘to convert, instruct, and 
bless. We must obey God’s Word or 
we shall never be benefited by His 
Word. Pray for Wheaton Académy, 
Wheaton, II. 


Sat.—Psalm 119:33-40, 
Learning and Doing. 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTions: “Teach me, O 
Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I 
shall Keep it unto the end.” The Psalm- 
ist knew that hearing is the call for 
doing the will of God. The best Chris- 
tians always do the truth before they 
teach it to others. He is a hypocrite 
who preaches what he does not practice. 
If we are hearers and not doers, we de- 
ceive ourselves. We are like a man who 
sees his face in a mirror and then goes 
away and forgets what he looked like 
in-that mirror. Learn truth, receive it, 
and live it. Pray for the John Brown 
Schools, Siloam Springs, Ark. 


Sun.—Isaiah 1:12-20. 
The Test of Conduct. 

PRAYER SucceEstTions: “If ye be will- 
ing and obedient.” By the way we 
live we show what we are on the 
inside. Folks pretty generally can - 
read character by our conduct. How 
we live speaks very loudly of our true 
oharacter. People are bound to dis- 
cover us either here or at the time 
of judgment. Tested by the Bible, 
how do you rate before God; and by 
your conduct, how do you appear to 
men? Pray for Bob Jones University, 
Greenville, S, C, 
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